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LETTER  I. 


MY  LORDS, 

THE  zealous  and  active  part  you 
have  taken  in  the  defeat  of  an 
application  to  parliament  for  liberty  of 
confcience,  intitles  you  to  particular  no¬ 
tice  and  diftin£tion,  and  is  the  reafon  of 
my  thus  publicly  addreffing  you. 

Though  you  have  denied  us  redrefs, 
you  have  not  taken  away  the  liberty  of 
complaining,  nor  deftroyed  the  force  of 
any  tif  thofe  principles  upon  which  our 
bill  was  grounded.  We  generally  find 
the  intelligent  part  of  mankind  think 
nearly  alike,  the  fame  views  of  juftice, 
utility  and  benevolence,  lead  to  the  fame 
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conclufions.  The  fame  motives  and  ar¬ 
guments  which  influence  the  refolutions 
of  one  branch  of  the  legiflature,  mod 
commonly  influence  the  other.  How 
it  happens  that  religion'  fhould  be  an  ex¬ 
ception  to  this  rule,  that  there  fhould 
be  fuch  an  unfortunate  variance,  on  a 
fubjedt  not  difficult  to  be  underftood, 
and  that  the  fame  requeft  fhould  be  rea¬ 
sonable  and  juft  in  one  place,  and  the 
reverfe  in  another,  is  a  difficulty  which 
I  cannot  account  for,  confidently  with 
that  veneration  which  I  with  always  to 
feel  for  my  fuperiors. 

You  have  now  leifure,  my  lords,  to 
review  the  glory  of  your  triumph,  and 
to  meditate  on  the  improvement  of 
your  vidtory;  your  fuccefs  will  not  be 
complete  unlefs  it  be  purfued.  If  the 
love  of  your  country,  the  interefts  of  re¬ 
ligion,  and  the  glory  of  God,  have  ani¬ 
mated  your  oppofition,  you  ought  to  ad¬ 
vance  farther.  If  you  have  been  govern¬ 
ed  by  other  views,  you  have  gone  too 
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far.  If  difienters  are  a  dangerous  body, 
and  their  doctrines  dedru&ive  to  fociety, 
you  ought  not  to  be  fatisfied  with  check¬ 
ing  and  retraining  them:  perfecution 
and  banifhment  are  the  gentled  treatment 
they  deferve.  But  if  their  indulgence  has 
done  no  injury  to  church  or  date,  as  long 
experience  has  (hewn,  what  advantage 
could  you  propofe  by  continuing  the  odi¬ 
um  of  penal  laws  without  intending  to 
execute  them  ? 

I  fhould  have  imagined  that  feparate 
from  all  motives  of  good  nature,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  all  candour,  humanity,  and 
chridianity,  common  prudence  and  po¬ 
licy  would  have  taught  you  to  grant  ail 
unlimited  toleration,  as  the  mod  plauf- 
ible  and  effe&ual  method  of  drengthen- 
ing  your  edablifhment,  and  weakening 
your  adverfaries.  What  have  you  accom¬ 
plished  by  your  late  fignal  oppofition  ? 
You  have  reflected  no  honour  upon  your- 
felves,  either  in  your  civil  or  ecclefiadical 
capacity  ;  you  have  given  the  world  rea- 
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ion  to  rejoice  that  your  power  is  limited,, 
and  that  you  are  not  lords  over  our  pro¬ 
perty  as  well  as  our  faith.  \  ou  have  con¬ 
vinced  us,  that  bigotry  and  fpiritual  def- 
potifm  are  not  totally  annihilated,  and 
notwithftandmg  the  freedom  and  liberal 
fentiments  of  the  prefent  times,  tnat  a 
very  little  encouragement  would  revive 
the  tragedies  of  martyrdom  again. 

Had  you  only  gratified  your  refent- 
ments  in  difappointing  the  hopes  which 
a  certain  body  of  proteftants  entertained, 
and  that  upon  the  confcioufnefs  of  their 
own  loyalty,  and  the  benevolence  of 
their  lovereign,  it  would  not  have  been 
of  any  great  moment,  we  could  have  iub- 
mitted  to  our  fate,  from  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  fufferings  which  confcien- 
tious  men  have  met  with  in  all  ages;  but 
the  wound  you  have  given  is  more  deep 
andlafting;  you  have  ftigmatized  with 
infamy  a  religion  which  we  truft  in  God 
will  flourish  whether  we  rife  or  fall  ;  you 
have  prohibited  Chriftianity  itfelf,  and 
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paffed  a  cenfure  upon  the  infpired  writ¬ 
ings,  as  if  they  were  a  cover  to  every  per¬ 
nicious  dodtrine,  and  the  preaching  of 
them  inconfiftent  with  the  welfare  of  fo- 
ciety,  unlefs  modelled  according  to  the 
articles  of  your  church. — How  you  can 
reconcile  your  condudt  to  the  love  of 
truth,  and  a  regard  for  religion,  I 
beg  your  lordfhips  ferioufly  to  con- 
fider. 

The  profpedi  of  higher  dignity,  and 
the  applaufe  of  your  dependents,  may 
footh  and  flatter  you  a  while,  but  in  a 
little  time  you  will  be  upon  a  level  with 
thofe  whom  you  have  injured,  and  you 
mu  ft  anfwer  before  the  judge  of  quick  and 
dead  for  the  fcandal  you  have  thrown  up¬ 
on  the  gofpel. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  letter  I  fhalj  en¬ 
deavour  to  anfwer  the  objections  that 
have  been  urged  again  ft  the  extenfion  of 
toleration,  that  at  lead,  it  I  cannot  con¬ 
vince  your  lord(bips;  the  impartial  public 
may  fee  the  merits  of  our  caufe,  and  be 
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enabled  to  judge  concerning  the  motives 
upon  which  it  has  been  rejected. 

It  has  been  condemned  as  a  difiruft  of 
the  legiflature  to  apply  for  relief  from 
the  terror  of  penal  laws,  which  neither 
are ,  nor  ought  to  be  put  in  execu¬ 
tion. 

Is  it,  my  lords,  a  credit  to  any  date  to 
preferve  laws  which  ought  not  to  be  exe¬ 
cuted,  or  can  a  better  reafon  be  affigned 
for  their  repeal?  To  be  tenacious  of  re¬ 
taining  them  contrary  to  all  the  reafons 
of  juftice  and  humanity,  difcovers  at  lead: 
an  opinion  of  their  propriety,  and  a  de- 
fign  to  enforce  them  at  iome  convenient 
opportunity ;  but  admitting  that  thefe 
fufpicions  are  groundless,  why  (hould  any 
but  delinquents  lie  at  the  mercy  of  a  pre¬ 
carious  connivance  ?  Why  fhould  pro- 
teftant  diffenters  be  denied  that  legal  fe- 
curity  which  all  other  men  enjoy  ?  Dif- 
cretion  is  the  law  of  tyrants,  and  none 
but  Haves  ought  to  be  fubject  to  it.  God 
forbid  we  fhould  owe  our  liberty  to  a 
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difpenfing  power.  We  rejected  it  once 
with  contempt  ;  and  I  hope  we  fhall  al¬ 
ways  doit  upon  the  lame  principles. 

But  admitting  we  ought  to  be  content 
with  the  merciful  difpofition  of  our  go¬ 
vernors,  this  is  no  tailing  fecurity.  The 
prince  who  fills  the  throne,  and  the  mi- 
niflers  who  furround  it,  are  not  im¬ 
mortal  ;  we  fhall  not  always  have  fo  mild 
an  adminiflration,  Jo  candid  a  bench  of 
bifieps,  or  fo  catholic  a  body  of  clergy ; 
every  age  does  not  produce  men  fo  tender 
in  the  exercile  of  power,  and  fo  averfe  to 
take  the  advantage  of  the  law.  The 
common  people,  in  other  times,  may  be 
lefs  difintereffed  and  unprejudiced,  and 
may  make  gain  of  information,  and  then 
my  lords,  where  is  our  liberty  ?  Will  you 
engage  to  protect  us  ?  I  am  ftrangely  mil- 
taken  if  the  whole  lcgiilature  of  Great 
Britain  could  afford  us  any  relief,  unlefs 
by  the  fame  methods  which  would  give 
us  a  certain  and  eflablifhed  lecurity.  I 
appeal  then  to  your  lordthips,  whether 
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our  application  has  been  raSh,  improper, 

t 

or  diftruftful,  and  whether  we  could 
have  been  fi-ent  without  betraying  a 
confcioufnefs  of  guilt,  a  defert  of  flavery, 
and  an  indifference  to  pofterity 

For  the  honour  of  our  government,  no 
laws  ought  to  remain  which  cannot  be 
juflified;  and  the  idea  of  dormant  sta¬ 
tutes  lying  in  ambuSh  for  future  imagina¬ 
ry  contingencies,  is  a  reproach  to  our 
constitution.  The  advantage  we  Should 
derive  from  the  repeal  of  thefe  penal  laws 
is  nothing  to  the  benefit  and  honour 
that  would  refult  from  thence  both  to  the 
State  and  the  church,  by  preferving  peace 
and  foftening  and  reconciling  the  minds 
of  a  multitude  of  fubjeds. 

To  refufe  a  requeSL  where  the  objed 
is  no  more  than  a  compliance  with  an  in¬ 
nocent  fcruple,  and  where  no  dangers 
are  to  be  apprehended,  is  undoubted¬ 
ly  declining  an  eafy  method  of  ac¬ 
quiring  reputation,  and  reputation  is 
power. 

It 
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It  can  be  no  man’s  intereft  to  hurt  a 
ftate  where  he  is  as  free  as  he  ought  to 
be  ;  and  Chriftianity  mud  rather  flourifh 
than  decay,  when  all  perfons  are  fuffered 
to  follow  its  didates  without  controul. 

What  then  can  be  the  pretence  for  inti- 

% 

midating  us  by  dread,  when  we  are  ca¬ 
pable  of  being  influenced  by  the  nobleft 
of  all  principles,  gratitude  and  affedion  ? 
If  there  ever  was  a  fovereign  on  whofe 
benevolent  heart  a  people  might  impli¬ 
citly  rely  with  fafety,  mankind  need  not 
aik  the  fecurity  of  laws  ;  but  the  prince 
who  deferves  fuch  a  confidence  would  be 
the  firft  to  difclaim  it,  and  would  never 
think  his  glory  abridged  by  the  lofs  of  a 
power  to  do  harm.  When  we  recoiled 
ihe  wanton  cruelty  of  the  Stuarts,  we 
cannot  help  blefling  the  unmolefled  eafe 
of  later  times  ;  though  perfection  has 
not  lofl  its  fling,  we  can  fit  under  our 
vine  and  fig-tree  ;  but  why  fhould  the 
fword  of  Damocles  hang  over  our  head 
to  fpoil  our  repofe  ?  It  is  an  infult  upon 
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us,  to  fuppofe  we  fhould  forget  the  dan¬ 
gers  we  are  expofed  to  ;  we  cannot  con¬ 
template  fines  and  imprifonment,  though 
ever  fo  contingent,  with  fatisfadfion  ;  we 
cannot  be  reconciled  to  fuch  difcipline, 
however  falutary  you  may  think  it  ;  we 
cannot  look  upon  fuch  a  fituation  to  be 
necefiary  either  to  our  prefent  peace  or 
final  happinefs ;  we  cannot  conceive  why 
the  unfortunate  belief  of  mere  opinions 
fliould  make  fo  immenfe  a  diftindtion 
between  the  fubjedts  of  the  fame  realm. 
Alas !  my  lords,  we  have  loft  our  ancient 
fpirit ;  we  have  felt  the  blefiings  of  quiet 
and  freedom,  and  have  been  accuftomed 
to  the  worfliip  of  God  without  the  idea 
of  guilt  or  the  apprehenfion  of  fear ;  fo 
that  perfecution  would  return  with  addi¬ 
tional  horror ;  we  are  become  fond  of  the 
protedtion  of  law,  otherwife  we  might 
be  thankful  for  the  very  Jhadow  of  liber¬ 
ty,  and  think  our  precarious  fituation  far 
better  than  we  deferved. 
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You  may,  perhaps,  hold  it  proper, 
while  you  deftroy  the  inquifitiors,  to  re- 
ferve  the  inftruments  of  torture,  alluring 
us,  at  the  fame  time,  that  you  will  never 
make  ufe  of  them  ;  that  we  may  fafely 
depend  upon  your  generofity;  for  you 
would  not  for  the  world  inflict  any  pains 
for  confcience  fake.  All  this  is  infinitely 
obliging;  but,  you  know,  the  faith  of 
an  emperor  was  broken  to  one  of  the  re¬ 
formers  ;  Charles  II,  forgot  his  declara¬ 
tion  at  Breda ;  and  experience  gives  us 
but  little  encouragement  to  repofe  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  honour  of  the  moft  exalted 
characters.  The  comfort  of  the  meaneft 
individual  in  fociety  ought  not  depend 
upon  caprice  and  courtefy;  and  we  fhould 
be  unworthy  of  liberty,  if  we  did  not  afk 
it  upon  the  only  terms  which  can  render 
it  permanent  and  honourable. 

The  church  has  diicovered  a  furprifing 
reluCtance  to  abandon  any  prerogative, 
however  unjuftly  ufurped,  or  unfit  to  be 
exercifed.  How  meekly  it  has  ruled, 
hiftory  fpeaks  aloud  in  every  page. 
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I  proceed,  my  lords,  to  confider  the 
nature  of  that  toleration  we  aflc,  which, 
I  doubt  not,  will  appear  as  reafonable  to 
every  candid  judge  as  that  which  we 
now  enjoy.  If  you  allow  us  to  diipute 
your  right  in  decreeing  rites  and  ceremo¬ 
nies,  you  muft  much  more  allow  us  to 
queftion  your  authority  in  matters  of 
faith,  becaufe  it  is  the  duty  of  Chriftians 
to  acknowledge  no  infallible  interpreter 
in  the  grand  and  leading  principles  of  the 
gofpel,  and  to  be  moderate  and  candid  in 

matters  of  inferior  moment,  for  the  fake 
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of  peace  and  harmony. 

An  uncomplying  temper  in  trifles  may 
look  like  humour  and  captioufnefs  ;  but 
an  oppolition  to  the  aflumed  power  of 
determining  the  eflential  doctrines  of  faith 
is  an  indifpenfable  part  of  integrity.  We 
muft  difclaim  all  reverence  for  truth  and 
religion,  and  all  regard  to  the  fupremacy 
of  Chrift,  before  we  admit  any  ftandard 
of  faith  befldes  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
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What  reafon  can  be  given,  why  pleas 
of  confcience  fhould  be  valid,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  forms  of  church  government, 
and  the  manner  in  which  Chriftian  ordi¬ 
nances  fhould  be  adminiftered,  and  have 
no  weight  in  things  which  accompany 
falvation  ?  Our  anceftors  were,  it  is 
true,  content  with  the  former  ;  but 
have  they  precluded  us  from  feeking 
farther  indulgence  ? 

To  the  whole  world  we  appeal,  whe¬ 
ther  any  inducements  but  thofe  of  con¬ 
fcience  could  have  prevailed  upon  us  to 
decline  all  the  offers  of  a  well-endowed 
eftablifhment,  for  an  unpopular  party  of 
Chriftians,  among  whom  we  can  never 
expedl  any  thing  better  than  a  mere  fub- 
liftence  ? 

Why  then  are  we  flill  to  be  under  re- 
flraint  ?  Have  we  rendered  ourfelves 
unworthy  of  future  indulgence  by  abuf- 
ing  the  favours  we  have  received  ?  This 
is  not  alledged  againfl  us  by  our  bitterefl 
enemies.  Have  we  made  any  inroads 
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upon  the  church  ?  We  have  engaged  in 
no  controverfies  about  it,  except  in  felf- 
defence.  Is  it  eiTential  to  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  eftablifhment,  to  require  an 
afient  to  its  dodtrines  ?  You  know,  my 
lords,  it  wants  no  fuch  fecurity ;  and  if 
it  did,  it  is  prepofterous  to  expedt  fuch 
an  uniformity. 

Therefore,  the  prefent  law  of  tolera¬ 
tion  requiring  fubfcription,  is  partial  and 
imperfedt,  and,  inftead  of  anfwering  any 
good  purpofe,  does  religion  the  greatefl 
harm,  by  impoling  a  needlefs  teft,  and 
exercifing  an  obnoxious  power,  which 
ought  always  to  be  avoided. 

It  matters  not  how  we  came  to  differ 
fo  widely  from  the  nonconformists  of  the 
laft  age.  We  impute  it  to  the  improve¬ 
ments  of  knowledge,  and  a  more  free 
and  careful  difcuffion  of  the  Scriptures. 
Whether  we  are  miftaken  or  no,  God  is 
the  judge  $  to  his  bar  only  we  are  ac¬ 
countable  y  and  to  his  righteous  lenience 

we  fubmit ,  you  have  no  right  to  uiurp 
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his  province,  or  to  execute  his  difplea-* 
fure. 

We  are  not  the  only  perfons  who  have 
fwerved  from  the  public  criterion  5  your 
own  members  are  chargeable  with  this 
herefy  ;  and  if  teds  and  fubfcriptions, 
with  all  the  allurements  of  honour  and 
intereft,  cannot  maintain  implicit  faith 
within  your  own  bofom,  how  fiiould  you 
expedt  it  among  Grangers  who  have  no 
inducement  to  profefs  what  they  do  not 
believe,  or  to  conceal  what  they  do  ? 

No  perfons  can,  with  any  propriety,  be 
faid  to  enjoy  liberty  of  confcience  who  are 
limited  in  their  enquiries,  and  bound  to 
affent  to  certain  fyftems  of  faith,  whether 
they  believe  them  or  not,  unlefs  it  can  be 
proved  that  the  articles  of  the  church  are 
felf-evident,  and  that  a  diffent  from  them 
can,  in  no  inftance  whatever,  be  pleaded 
as  a  matter  of  confcience,  which,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  your  lordfhips  will  not  maintain. 

To  fay  we  (hall  fubfcribe  your  opi¬ 
nions,  and  then  we  may  follow  our  own  ; 
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that  we  fhall  acknowledge  your  defini¬ 
tions  of  orthodoxy,  and  then  we  may 
confult  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  is  only 
tantalizing  us  with  imaginary  freedom. 
If  we  have  any  doubts  about  a  few  un¬ 
meaning  ceremonies,  we  (hall  be  indulg¬ 
ed  with  our  fcruples;  but  if  we  hefitate 
about  things  of  greater  moment,  then  we 
fhall  feel  your  refentment.  If  we  will 
give  our  unfeigned  affent  to  every  doctri- 
nal  point  which  is  demanded,  only  to 
prevent  us  from  being  perplexed  about  the 
unfearchable  counfels  of  God,  we  fhall  not 
be  controlled  or  molefted  in  the  exercife 
of  our  religion.  What  is  this  but  afferting, 
that  if  we  will  but  renounce  our  liberty  in 
every  important  matter,  we  fhall  be  free  ? 
What  is  this  but  a  contradiction  in 
terms  ?  Is  this,  my  lords,  all  the  tolera¬ 
tion  the  beft  conftituted  church  in  Chrif- 
tendom  can  afford  ?  Call  it  not  by  fo 
amiable  a  name  ;  it  is  unworthy  of  our 
religion  and  our  government  ;  it  is  an 
indignity  to  our  underftandings  ;  it  is  a 
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ridiculous  abufe  of  language,  a  piece  of 
mockery  which  a  Turk  or  a  Papift 
would  blufhat.  Avow  your  defign  open- 
ly,  and  tell  us,  that  you  did  not  mean 
toleration,  but  uniformity  ;  and  that  you 
was  refolved  to  promote  it  in  the  fame 
manner  that  all  eftablifhments  had  done 
before  you. 

To  this  end,  what  is  wanting  in  perfua- 
fon,  you  fupply  by  terror ;  you  fatisfy  all 
fcruples  by  a  fine,  and  refolve  all  doubt9 
by  imprifonment ;  you  improve  upon  the 
plan  of  Ohrid  and  his  apodles ;  and  while 
they  employed  reafon  in  propagating 
their  religion,  you  make  men’s  policy 
and  intereft  fubfervient  to  their  conver- 
fion. 

The  queflion  at  prefent  is  not  about 
what  degree  of  freedom  contented  our 
anceftors,  but  what  is  right  in  itfelf  and 
agreeable  to  reafon  and  Chriftianity  ? 
whether  we  are  governed  by  faflion  and 
obftinacy  in  the  requeft  we  make,  or  by 
juftice  and  the  common  fentiment  of 
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mankind  ?  whether  Chrift,  or  his  fub- 
fiitutes,  all  be  ultimate  arbiters  in  re¬ 
ligion  ?  whether  force  and  numbers  are  to 
fix  the  limits  of  truth  ?  whether  any  man 
can  be  faid  to  have  a  true  faith,  who  be¬ 
lieves  only  out  of  fear,  or  fathion,  or  in- 
tereft  ?  whether  difputable  points  are  fit 
to  be  eftablifhed  as  a  national  creed  ?  Cn 
the  determination  of  thefe  queltions  we 
build  our  claim  to  the  free  and  full  exer- 
cife  of  our  religion  ;  but  we  find  it  in 
vain  to  demon  Urate  our  rights,  while  you 
are  armed  with  a  power  which  cannot 
be  redded.  You  cannot  anfwer  our  ob¬ 
jections,  and  yet  you  will  not  indulge 
them  ;  you  are  afraid  openly  to  perfecute, 
and  as  unwilling  openly  to  tolerate  ;  and 
thus,  with  a  conftitution  you  cannot 
defend,  and  power  you  dare  not  exert, 
you  have  recourfe  to  the  infamous  expe¬ 
dient  of  a  ceflatien  of  hoililities,  without 
an  adual  pacification,  and  without  re¬ 
ducing  that  formidable  armament  which 
may  be  brought  into  aCtion  againft  us  in 
an  hour  when  we  are  not  aware. 
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This  is  the  true  fpirit  of  bigotry, 

Which  adheres  invariably  to  ufage  and 

cuftom,  and,  without  either  wifdom  to 

difcern  the  propriety  of  reformation,  or 

courage  to  rilk  its  confequences,  creeps 

on  in  the  fame  fervile  tradl  from  age  to 

age,  facrificing  every  thing  to  ambition, 

eafe,  and  political  tranquility.  Hence 

it  happens,  that  while  every  ufeful  art 

and  fcience  keep  advancing  to  perfection, 

in  religion,  the  mod  interefting  fubjeCt  to 

human  nature,  there  is  no  improvement, 

but  all  things  continue  as  they  were  from 

the  beginning.  You  have  received  the 

creed  of  your  anceftors  as  a  facred  depofit, 

and  you  have  preferved  it  without  the  iha- 

dow  of  a  change ;  in  vain  have  philofophy, 

reafon,  and  learning  pointed  out  its  ble- 

mifhes  and  defeats  ;  in  vain  do  common 

fenfe  and  the  fuffrages  of  the  people  call 

aloud  for  amendment  ;  you  glorioufly 

maintain  your  refolution  never  to  add  or 
* 

diminilh  one  tittle;  and  tho’  enthufiafm 
on  the  one  hand,  and  infidelity  on  the  other, 
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parties,  in  their  turn,  adopt  and  difclaint 
wholefome  feverities  ;  all  fecffs  have  had 
their  tyrants  and  their  martyrs. 

The  American  exiles  ftained  the  merit 
of  their  integrity  with  perfecution  ;  and 
we  ourfelves  have  not  been  without  our 
inquintion  and  ftar-chamber  in  miniature, 
to  keep  in  awe  the  confciences  of  our  bre¬ 
thren  and  dependants  ;  but  experience  has 
convinced  us,  and  I  hope  it  will  in  time 
all  mankind,  that  charity  is  one  of  the 
fundamentals  of  Chriftianity  ;  and  that  no 
religion  is  worth  preferving  that  can 
only  be  maintained  by  force  and  injuf- 
ftice.  We  will  not  difturb  the  peace  of 
fociety  about  trifles,  il  they  are  not  mag¬ 
nified  by  infolent  bigotry  and  fanguinary 
zeal  ;  we  will  facrifice  every  thing  but 
truth  and  the  rights  of  human  nature  to 

public  order  and  decorum. 

We  can  difapprove  fome  parts  of  your 
conflitution  without  violence;  we  can 
differ  from  you,  and  yet  acknowledge 
your  merit ;  we  can  read  many  things  in 
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your  fervice  with  admiration  ;  we  inge- 
nuoufly  and  readily  confefs,  that  you  are 
the  firft  and  the  beft  of  all  eftahlhhed 
churches  ;  and  v/e  fhould  blufh  for  a 
feparation  from  you,  which  had  any 
thing  lefs  for  its  objed  than  the  duty  of 
all  Chriftians,  to  obey  the  didates  of 
confcience,  to  afiert  their  private  judg¬ 
ment,  and  to  hand  fail;  in  the  liberty  in 
which  Chrift  has  made  them  free* 

I  will  promife  you,  my  lords,  for  my- 
felf,  and  I  think  I  can  for  every  diffenter 
in  this  kingdom,  that  we  will  never  ufe 
any  weapons  again  ft  your  conflitution 
but  thofe  which  reafon  and  argument 
fu  rnifh ;  and  I  wifh  every  unfair  and  un¬ 
generous  method  of  attack  were  to  be 
univerfally  diiclaimed  by  the  confent  of 
all  feds  and  parties;  then  would  our  con¬ 
troversies  be  ufeful  and  honourable,  truth 
would  prevail,  and  virtue  be  the  refult  of 
our  enquiries;  there  would  be  no  necef- 
fity  for  diilimulation  ;  knowledge  would 
not  be  checked  by  fear ;  and  though  fomc 

might 
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might  he  unfortunate  in  their  opinions, 
none  would  fuffer  for  confcience  fake. 

I  fhall  now,  my  lords,  confider  fome 
exceptions  which  have  been  madeagainft 
the  diffenters  propofed  declaration  of 
their  belief  in  Chriftianity,  which  has 
been  reprefented  as  fallacious  and  uncer¬ 
tain,  and  amounting  to  no  fecurity  at  all. 

In  the  days  of  paganifm,  it  might  be 
afferted,  that  the  enmity  of  a  Chriftian 
to  gentile  fuperftition  and  idolatry  ren¬ 
dered  him  a  bad  member  of  fociety,  and 
unfit  to  be  tolerated  ;  but  one  would  not 
think  the  original  principles  of  our  reli¬ 
gion  were  fo  far  loft  and  forgotten,  as  to 
occafion  a  doubt  whether  they  are  incon- 
fiftent  with  government  or  no.  Chrif- 
tianity  has  been  difputed  and  contemned 
by  its  enemies  ;  but  to  charge  it  with  the 
guilt  of  being  dangerous  was  referved  for 
its  advocates  and  champions.  I  am  per- 

fuaded  that  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord,  while 

« 

it  gives  us  the  moft  rational  hope  of  the 
happinefs  of  a  future  ftate,  prepares  us 
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for  it  by  every  fentiment  and  virtue  that 
can  adorn  a  public  or  a  private  Ration, 
and  confequently  that  it  forms  the  beffc 
citizen,  and  is  mod  conducive  to  order 
and  good  government. 

But  if  the  profeffion  of  Chriftianity 
gives  no  title  to  the  protection  of  the  ci¬ 
vil  power,  let  it  be  difpenfed  with,  and 
let  toleration  be  granted  without  any  re- 
ferve  or  limitation  whatever,  according 
to  the  rights  of  mankind.  The  diffen- 
ters  have  no  fcruple  in  fignifying  the 
rank  and  clafs  they  belong  to  in  fociety  ; 
but  I  am  perfuaded  they  never  meant  by 
their  declaration  to  allow  the  right  of  the 
magifirate  to  demand  of  them  any  teft  in 
matters  of  religion ;  and  I  hope,  if  they 
follicit  parliament  any  more,  it  will  be 
for  an  abfolute  and  unconditional  repeal 
of  religious  penalties,  and  for  the  fame 
unreferved  freedom  their  brethren  in  Ire¬ 
land  enjoy. 

We  fhould  think  it  a  flrange  concefTion 
in  a  country  where  our  houfes  cannot  be 

entered 


(  2  5  ) 

entered  by  force  with  impunity,  to  con- 
fent,  that  the  recedes  of  our  bofom 
fliould  be  invaded,  the  fecrets  of  our 
heart  rifled  and  expofed  :  our  thoughts 
and  principles  are  fupremely  independent 
of  any  civil  power. 

When  we  injure  our  fellow-citizens, 
we  fall  under  its  cognizance 5  till  then, 
we  ought  to  range  free  and  unconflned 
wherever  truth  leads,  otherwife  every 
perfecution  in  the  world  may  be  defend¬ 
ed  ;  for  it  is  of  little  moment  what  teds 
the  magidrate  impofes,  if  he  impofes  any; 
he  has  as  much  right  to  enforce  one  as 
another.  I  am  never  fife  but  whilfl  his 
authority  is  confined  to  adlual  offences 
again  ft  the  peace  of  fociety.  This  dis¬ 
tinction  is  plain,  obvious,  and  iufficient, 
and  will  for  ever  keep  religion  and  go¬ 
vernment  from  being  confounded  to¬ 
gether,  or  invading  each  other. 

God  forbid  I  ihould  contend  for  a  to¬ 
leration  that  would  exclude  one  honed 
man  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  whatever 

he 


he  believes,  and  I  will  venture  to  fay, 
however  this  latitude  may  ftartle  fome 
ignorant  or  bigoted  minds,  the  more  it  is 
confidered,  the  more  it  will  be  approved, 
till  the  reafonablenefs  of  it  is  as  univer- 
Tally  admitted  as  the  cleared:  axiom  in 
nature  ;  with  thefe  diftincftions,  the  dif- 
fenters  are  ready  to  profefs  their  belief 
of  the  fcriptures,  at  the  fame  time  pity¬ 
ing  thofe  who  contend  for  fomething 
fafer  and  better,  and  abhorring  the 
thought  of  attempting  to  change  any 
man's  opinion  by  force  or  compulfion. 

Againft  the  fufficiency  of  a  fcripture 
confeffion,  it  is  urged,  that  innumerable 
errors  have  taken  fhelter  under  the  coun¬ 
tenance  of  holy  writ;  but  unlefs  the  ob¬ 
vious  interpretation  of  it  betrays  men  in¬ 
to  falfe  and  abfurd  doctrines,  no  objec¬ 
tion  can  be  made  againft  their  being  the 
beft  ftandard  of  faith,  and  the  beft  rule 
of  public  preaching.  They  have  an  au¬ 
thority  which  no  human  inftitution  can 
boaft  of,  and  the  evils  they  have  cccafion- 
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ed  have  arifen  from  their  being  difcourag- 
ed  and  fuppreffed,  and  from  their  being 
not  impartially  open  to  infpedtion  and 
enquiry. 

It  is  the  fate  of  all  written  language  to 
be  mifunderftood  by  the  ignorant,  and 
perverted  by  the  wicked  ;  and  you  can¬ 
not  point  out  one  teft  hitherto  appointed, 
which  has  not  been  liable  to  the  fame 
abufe;  and  if  infpiration  cannot  fecure 
men  from  mifiake,  what  can  we  expedt 
from  compofitions  of  human  device.  If 
our  errors  affedt  our  condudl  in  fociety, 
we  are  accountable  to  the  law.  If  they 
only  refpedt  our  future  well-being,  that 
is  a  matter  of  confcience,  and  belongs  to 
the  author  of  our  faith.  Chrift  has  not 
delegated*  to  any  body  of  men  to  alter, 

amend, 

*  There  was  a  law  in  R.ome,  that  no  god  fhould  be 
worfhipped  without  the  confent  of  the  lenate ;  upon 
which  Tertullian  fays,  <k  nifi  hornini  Deus  placucrit 
Deus  non  ei  i t.,? 

When  the  bill  for  fupprefling  blafphemy  was  brought 

into  the  houfe  of  lords,  it  was  oppofed  by  lord  Peter¬ 
borough, 
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amend,  or  fupply  what  is  deficient  in  his 
religion,  he  does  not  implore  the  fecular 
arm  to  convert  men  to  truth,  or  to  keep 
them  in  it;  and  the  orthodoxy  that  is  pro¬ 
moted  by  letting  up  a  public  criterion, 
and  keeping  it  facred  by  pains  and  pe¬ 
nalties,  may  be  called  a  parliamentary 
faith,  but  cannot  be  called  a  Chrifiian 
faith. 

If  there  be  any  fuch  thing  as  a  rational 
and  defenfible  fubfcription,  it  mufi:  be  to 
the  fcriptures,  and  the  fcriptures  only.  If 
I  fubmit  my  judgment,  it  fhall  be  to  the 
authority  of  God,  and  not  of  man.  Your 
pretence,  my  lords,  to  didate  to  me 
what  fenfe  I  ihall  put  upon  the  facred 
oracles,  is  a  manifeft  ufurpation.  You 
claim  the  countenance  of  the  civil  power 

borough,  who  faid,  that  though  he  was  for  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  king,  he  did  not  defire  to  have  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  God,  or  a  parliamentary  religion  ;  and  if  the 
houfe  were  for  fuch  a  one,  he  would  go  to  Piome  and 
endeavour  to  be  chofen  a  cardinal,  for  he  had  rather  fit 
in  the  conclave  than  with  their  lordfhips  upon  thofe 
terms.  Pari.  Debates,  vol.  viii.  p.  49. 
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to  juftify  you  in  it,  and  then  you  conftrue 
my  difobedience  to  your  arbitrary  decrees 
into  a  contempt  of  the  ftate,  and  to  alarm 
the  magiftrate,  you  give  a  long  lift  of  the 
abfurdities  which  fcripture,  when  falfely 
explained,  may  give  birth  to. 

Good  God!  that  men  who  profefs  to 
to  call  this  thy  word,  fhould  fpeak  of  it 
in  fuch  terms ;  what  could  they  fay  worfe 
of  the  koran  of  Mahomet,  or  the  arranteft 
impofture  that  ever  exifted? 

If  you  cannot  charge  the  diffenters  with 
advancing  dodlrines  inconfiftent  with  mo¬ 


rality,  common  fenfe,  and  civil  govern¬ 
ment,  (I  fpeak  not  of  dark  ages,  when 
almoft  all  knowledge  and  truth  were 
buried  under  fcholaftic  fvftems  of  divini- 
ty,  but  of  the  prefent,  when  every  thing 
is  rejected  which  cannot  ftand  the  teft 
of  reafon)  the  oblique  inftnuation  of  the 
clergy,  that  we  have  fome  dark  defigns 
in  referve,  which  we  want  to  conceal 
under  the  difguife  of  affenting  to  the 
fcriptures,  betrays  a  total  want  of  inge¬ 
nuity  and  candour. 
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I  appeal  to  your  lordfhips,  whether 
the  doctrines  preached  by  the  diffentient 
clergy  are  falfe,  feditious,  or  immoral, 
and  yet  they  profefs  to  build  them  on  the 
fenfe  of  fcripture  ;  they  may  fometimes 
be  tindured  with  enthufiafm,  but  it  is 
peaceful  and  innocent.  Are  not  their 
difcourfes  often  adopted  by  the  minifters 
of  the  eftablifhment,  as  judicious,  manlv, 
pious,  and  in  every  refped  worthy  of 
being  delivered  to  a  Chriftian  auditory. 
You  fee  the  fcriptures  do  not  always 
lead  men  into  fuperffition  and  abfurdity; 
and  when  ever  they  do,  it  is  when  they 
are  confulted  under  the  influence  or  early 
prejudices. 

God  forbid  the  revelation  he  has  given 
fhould  be  of  fo  ambiguous  a  nature  as  to 
leave  the  moil  obvious  points  of  morality 
obfcure  and  uncertain. 

We  fhould  have  very  little  reafon  to 
be  thankful  for  a  more  excellent  rule  than 
the  light  of  nature,  if  that  rule  for  want 
of  being  iufficiently  explained,  only  tend¬ 
ed 


ed  to  confound  our  ideas  of  juftice  and 
truth,  and  required  all  the  wit  and  learning 
of  man  to  guard  it  againft  abufe.  How 
long  did  Chriftianity  fubfift,  and  what  mif- 

chief  did  it  produce  in  its  primitive  ftate  ? 
It  was  a  long  time  before  creeds  and  tefts 
were  invented,  and  one  part  of  the  fame 
church  claimed  a  right  to  domineer  over 
another,  and  I  believe  religion  and  mora¬ 
lity  were  in  as  fure  and  flourilhing  a  ftate 
as  they  have  ever  been  fince  they  have 
been  fo  accurately  defined  and  fenced 
round  by  penal  laws.  1  have  fo  much 
confidence  in  the  care  Providence  has 
taken  of  public  inftruCtion,  as  to  believe 
the  fcriptures  will  never  occafion  any  ma¬ 
terial  errors  in  faith  or  pra&ice.  I  can 
never  allow  the  church  of  Rome  to  have 
the  leaft  refemblance  with  the  native  fim- 
plicity  of  the  gofpel.  When  that  enormous 
fyftem  of  pride,  ambition,  and  tyranny 
was  projected,  it  was  thought  necefiary 
to  give  it  fome  colour,  at  leaft  of  facred 
extraction ;  and,  therefore,  all  the  nerves 
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of  fophiftry  were  flrained  to  trace  out  fuch 
an  origin,  many  texts  were  interpolated, 
and  others  were  perverted  from  their 
plain  obvious  meaning,  the  apocryphal 
books  were  called  in  aid,  falie  tranfla- 
tions  were  adopted,  and,  with  infinite  re¬ 
finement  and  artifice,  the  book  of  God 
was  compelled  to  give  countenance  to 
forgery,  craft,  and  blafphemy:  but  as  foon 
as  the  clergy  had  reached  the  utmoft  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  people’s  patience  and  credu¬ 
lity,  and  the  Bible  became  the  tell  of 
truth,  this  enormous  fabric  was  fhook 
to  its  foundations ;  and,  as  archbifhop 
Tillotfon  exprefles  himfelf,  that  which 
the  church  of  Rome  fhould  find  fault 
with  if  they  durft,  is  that  there  fhould 
be  any  fuch  book  in  the  world  as  the 
Bible;  and,  at  the  bottom,  if  they  would 
fpeak  out,  the  quarrel  is  againft  the  fcrip- 
tures  themfelves. 

Now,  my  lords,  how  far  your  fubfti- 
tuting  any  criterion  of  faith  and  dodlrine 
in  the  room  of  the  facred  oracles,  jufti- 
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fies  a  fufpicion  of  your  being  governed  by 
fimilar  views  and  motives,  I  leave  the 
world  to  judge. 

There  cannot  be  a  ftronger  proof  of 
the  fcriptures  containing  the  bell  doc¬ 
trines,  than  the  enmity  which  impofture 
has  conceived  againft  them,  nor  of  their 
being  fully  clear  and  fufficient  to  regulate 
our  judgment  and  practice,  than  the  ne- 
ceffity  there  is  to  take  fo  much  pains  to 
darken  and  perplex  them,  before  they  can 
promote  any  finifter  defigns. 

It  may  be  the  intereft  of  political 
priefts  to  tamper  with  them,  to  iandtify 
opinions  which  they  wifh  to  palm  upon 
a  deluded  populace.  It  cannot  be  ours; 
we  addrefs  ourfelves  to  perfons  who  have 
an  equal  right  of  private  judgment,  and 
who  will  not  give  up  their  underftand- 
ings,  fo  that  if  we  had  any  intereft  to  de¬ 
ceive,  it  is  out  of  our  power ;  but  we 
have  no  intereft  feparate  from  the  caufe 
of  truth,  and  the  advancement  of  know¬ 
ledge  and  virtue,  and  thele  views  muft 

D  for 
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for  ever  debar  us  from  abufing  the  privi¬ 
lege  we  contend  for. 

It  is  impoffible  for  words  to  paint  the 
image  of  our  thoughts  with  fuch  a  degree 
of  accuracy  and  precifion,  as  to  exclude 
the  danger  of  a  miftake ;  and,  therefore, 
the  utmoft  indulgence  is  due  to  the  many 
errors  which  ignorance,  prejudice,  and 
mifconception  mu  ft  occafion,  and  if  this 
ufe  had  always  been  made  of  the  imper¬ 
fection  of  language,  we  fhould  have  had 
no  reafon  to  regret  it,  but  it  has  furnifli- 
ed  a  plea  to  papifts  for  fetting  up  an  in¬ 
fallible  expofitor,  and  to  proteftants  for 
introducing  articles  of  faith  ;  yet  that  in¬ 
fallible  expounder  wants  an  interpreter, 
and  thefe  articles  ftand  in  need  of  other 
articles  to  explain  them,  fo  that  we  are 
as  much  at  a  lofs  as  when  we  had  nothing 
to  truft  to  but  the  original  texts. 

It  is  a  point  far  from  being  fettled 
what  is  the  objeCt  of  fubfcription;  fome 
writers  tell  us,  that  the  articles  are  to 
be  aflented  to  as  articles  of  peace;  others, 

that 
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that  we  prevaricate,  unlefs  we  admit 
them  with  a  cordial  and  unfeigned  be- 
lief i  one  party  contends,  that  we  may 
fubfcribe  them  according  to  any  fenfe  we 
can  put  upon  them,  and  another  binds  us 
down  to  the  ftridl  grammatical  meaning. 
By  a  refolution  of  the  houfc  of  commons 
they  are  declared  Calvinidical,  yet  Laud 
and  the  high  churchmen  of  king  Charles 
the  Firft  were  profeffed  Arminians^ 
Wide  and  numerous  as  mens  opinions 
are,  they  agree  in  one  thing— to  fub¬ 
fcribe*;  without  this  there  can  be  no 
ordination,  no  preferment,  no  ecclefiafti- 
cal  dignity ;  and  whether  you  are  ac- 


BifhopGibfon  complains, that  the  advocates  for  the 
Arian  dofrrine  did  not  decline  promotion  on  account  of 
^heir  not  being  able  to  fubfcribe,  upon  which  VV  hifton 
obferves,  that  though  he  himfelf  had  always,  and  Dr. 
Clarke  and  Mr.  jackfon  did  after  fome  'time  refufe  all 
preferment  which  required  that  fubfcription,  yet  fuch 
examples  are  very  rare,  and  the  generality  feem  by 
their  pra£tice  to  approve  of  Lord  King’s  grand  expedi¬ 
ent,  not  to  lofe  their  ufefulnefs  for  fcruples.  Whidon’s 
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quainted  with  them,  or  totally  ignorant 
about  their  contents ;  whether  you  are 
doubtful  or  confident,  a  believer  of  a  few 
or  of  all,  you  muft  declare  your  ac- 
quiefcence  without  fcruple  or  referve. 
How  fuch  proceedings  can  be  reconciled 
with  ftridl  honour  and  integrity,  how 
you  can  arrive  at  the  fame  end  through 
fuch  a  variety  of  means*  I  leave  every 
honeft  man  of  all  other  profeffion-s  to  de¬ 
termine.  If  there  fhould  be  found  a 
more  liberal  and  ingenuous  mind  who  is 
ftartled  at  this  difficulty,  he  is  treated 
more  as  an  object  of  ridicule  than  venera¬ 
tion  ;  and  yet  I  am  perfuaded  a  fenfe 
of  redlitude  and  truth  will  never  be  fo 
far  extinguiffied,  as  to  fuffer  fuch  incon-. 
iiftency  to  pafs  uncenfured  ;  nor  can  it 
happen  even  in  this  unprincipled  age, 
but  that  a  profeflion  which  is  founded  in 
falfhood  muft  end  in  fhame  and  con¬ 
tempt. 

Attend  to  the  difeourfes  of  your  clergy, 
compare  the  different  fentiments  which 
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are  announced  from  the  fame  pulpit,  and 
tell  me,  my  lords,  what  you  have  gained 
by  fuperadding  a  teft  to  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures.  Peace  and  harmony  ? — no ;  uni¬ 
formity  of  dodtrine  ?— no ;  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  proteftant  intereft  ?< — no; 
the  fuppreffion  of  herefy  ? — no.  The  very 
method  you  take  to  prevent  variety  of  opi¬ 
nions,  only  multiplies  them  the  more; 
for  there  will  always  be  a  difpofition  in 
human  nature  to  revolt  againft  a  faith 
eftablithed  by  law,  and  to  encounter 
dodtrines  which  are  fupported  by  force. 
What  then  have  you  accomplifhed  by 
fubfcription  ?  You  have  increafed  diffi- 
mulation  and  hypocrify,  chicanery  and 
ignorance;  you  have  taught  candidates 
for  holy  orders  to  fhut  their  eyes  againft 
knowledge,  and  to  tremble  at  convidtion ; 
you  have  made  it  neceftary  to  invent  jefu- 
itical  fubtleties  to  juftify  that  condudl, 
which,  in  fpite  of  all  that  has  been  writ¬ 
ten  by  a  Balguy,  a  Powell,  or  a  Hallifax, 
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will  be  treated  by  the  world  in  the  manner 
it  deferves. 

But  fuppofe  it  was  neceftary  to  com- 
pel  all  the  fubjedts  of  this  realm  to  em¬ 
brace  the  fame  faith,  have  you  fixed  up¬ 
on  the  moft  ufeful  dodtrines  ?  I  do  not 
mean  to  difcufs  the  merits  of  your  confti- 
tution,  or  to  derogate  from  the  charadter 
of  the  reformers  who  framed  it,  but 
with  the  utmoft  veneration  for  the  wif- 
dom  of  antiquity,  will  you,  my  lords, 
maintain  its  perfection,  will  you  aflert  it 
to  be  the  mod  agreeable  to  the  fcriptures, 
and  the  moft  conducive  to  piety  and  vir¬ 
tue  of  any  fyftem  that  human  genius  is 
capable  of  devifing-*  ?  If  not,  why  will 

you 

*  With  the  pure, Chriftianity  will  be  pure, and  they 
that  are  otherwife  will  foon  defile  it,  will  either  cor¬ 
rupt  it  with  fables  and  abfurd  traditions,  or  turn  it  into 
licentioufnefs  and-  carnal  policy,  as  was  evidently  the 
cafe  under  the  Roman  empire,  and  might  be  (hewn  to 
be  fo  more  or  lefs  under  every  human  efiabli  foment, — 
there  are  men  who  fee  and  lament  the  confequences  of 
long  negleCting  to  review  eftablifoments,  and  fuffering 
tfc^publip  wifdom  of  paft  ages  to  fervp  here,  and  here 

only 


you  fupport  it  by  methods  which  reafon 
abhors,  which  Chriftianity  difclaims,  and 
which  the  moft  undeniable  truths  have 
no  right  to  make  ufe  of. 

Another  reafon  which  has  been  urged 
in  behalf  of  a  late  determination  is,  that 
it  was  an  adt  of  felf-defence  againft  men 
who  had  formed  deep  defigns  againft  the 
peace  of  the  church.  I  have  heard  it 
infinuated,  that  if  the  bill  had  been 
granted,  the  trumpet  of  herefy  would  be 
founded,  the  church  would  be  overturned, 
and  the  dreadful  tragedy  of  the  laft  cen¬ 
tury  adted  over  again.  Perfons  muft  be 

only,  for  all  following  ones.  They  think  there  has 
been  fo  much  wood,  hay,  ftubble,  built  on  the  founda¬ 
tions,  as  muft  take  a  confiderable  time  to  be  removed, 
efpecially  where  they  fee  fome  get  no  farther  yet,  than 
to  doubt  whether  there  be  occafion  to  have  any  thing  at 
all  removed,  or  even  to  deny  that  there  is  reafon  either 
for  attempting  or  fo  much  as  wifhing  farther  reforma¬ 
tion.  But  there  are  few  chriftian  princes  who  lay  thefe 
things  to  heart,  and  divines  have  quite  other  things  in 
their  thoughts  ;  their  great  bufinefs  is  to  maintain  what 
is  eftablifhed,  and  to  difpute  with  thofc  who  find  faint 
with  it.  Bifliop  Law’s  Theory  of  Religion. 
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little  acquainted  with  hiflory  to  afcribe 
the  calamities  of  paft  times  to  a  free  and 
unlimited  indulgence  of  religion,  when 
it  is  evident,  the  lead  relaxation  of  that 
rigour  with  which  the  mod  foolifh  fuper- 
ftitions  were  profecuted,  would  have  re¬ 
conciled  the  puritans,  and  kept  the 
church  fecure  whatever  became  of  the 
date.  To  throw  out  the  idea  of  danger, 
my  lords,  is  either  a  mark  of  folly  or  wick- 
ednefs. 

I  am  convinced  the  oratory  of  all  the 
diflenting  miniders  in  this  kingdom  could 
not  prevail  upon  one  man  to  attempt  fo 
ridiculous  a  project  as  that  pf  pulling 
down  the  hierarchy. 

If  any  thingcould  add  to  your  fecurityin 
having  fo  many  able  guardians  in  the  upper 
houfe  of  parliament,  and  fo  much  power  and 
influence  in  the  kingdom;  it  would  have 
been  a  generous  and  ready  compliance  with 
the  favour  we  follicited ;  it  would  have 
added  nothing  to  our  interefl,  weight, 
or  numbers  j  and  I  (hould  think  it  be- 


yond  the  conception  of  the  wildeft  imagi¬ 
nation  in  nature  to  form  any  terror,  or  to 
dread  any  evil  from  this  poor  fcanty  a£t 
of  humanity*. 

What  advantage  do  you  derive  from 
feeing  your  fellow-creatures  oppreffed  for 
what  they  cannot  help  ?  If  their  capaci¬ 
ties  are  too  weak  to  comprehend  the 
myfteries  of  your  faith,  or  their  con¬ 
sciences  too  ftubborn  to  obey  the  call  of 
intereft,  they  are  to  be  pitied ;  buttoen- 

*  A  religious  eftablifhment  without  a  toleration  of 
fuch  as  think  they  cannot  in  confcience  conform  to  it, 
is  itfelf  a  general  tyranny,  becaufe  it  claims  abfolutc 
authority  over  confcience,  and  would  beget  particular 
kinds  of  tyranny  of  the  word:  fort,  tyranny  over  the 
mind.  Thefe  are  the  words  of  bifhop  Butler,  and  he 
has  not  fcrupled  to  give  it  as  his  opinion,  that 
even  idolatry  ought  to  he  tolerated;  for  he  fays,  if  the 
principle  of  punifhing  idolatory  were  now  admitted 
among  the  feveral  parties  of  religion,  the  weakeft  in 
every  place  would  run  a  great  rifque  of  being  convict¬ 
ed  of  it,  or  however  herefy  and  fchifm  would  foon  be 
found  crimes  of  the  fame  nature,  and  equally  deferving 
punilhment;  and  thus  the  fpirit  of  perfecution  would 
reign  without  any  flop  or  controul  but  what  fhould  arife 
from  its  want  of  power. 


vy 


vy  them  the  privilege  of  one  moment’s 
repofe,  to  fink  them  below  the  condition 
of  the  meaneft  rank  in  fociety,  to  keep 
in  force  laws,  which  if  you  executed  all 
mankind  would  condemn  you,  only  for 
the  fake  of  awing  and  diftreffing  them, 
difcovers  a  cruel  jealoufy  and  cowardice. 

When  all,  men  have  liberty  of  fpeech, 
faKhocd  and  Impofture  are  dete&ed,  the 
beft  arguments  are  fuccefsful,  know¬ 
ledge  and  truth  prevail,  and  fociety 

flourillies. 

J  -  „  .■  ■  * 

An  honed  man  differs  nothing  by  the 
malice  of  his  enemies.  Good  govern¬ 
ment  rifes  luperior  to  the  efforts  of 
fadtion.  The  Chriftian  religion  has  gain¬ 
ed  immortal  honour  by  the  mod  fcurri- 
lous  abufe  of  unbelievers,  and  yet  the 
church  of  England,  which  boafts  of  be¬ 
ing  founded  on  the  gofpel,  and  claims  an 
authority  which  belongs  only  to  infpira- 
tion,  (brinks  like  the  fenfitive  plant  at 
the  flighted  touch. 

Her  fafety  does  notconfid  in  the  puri¬ 
ty  of  her  dodtrines,  the  equity  of  her 
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laws,  and  the  learning  of  her  guardians  $ 
but  in  binding  and  gagging  her  adver- 
faries,  compelling  them  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  her  infallibility,  and  applying  to 
thofe  who  do  not,  the  convincing  ar¬ 
gument  of  pains  and  penalties  ;  which  is 
juft  the  fame  as  if  I  was  to  imprifon  or 
aflaffinate  an  enemy,  inftead  of  encoun¬ 
tering  him  on  fair  and  honourable  terms. 

If  you  want  to  fecure  your  eftablifh- 
ment,  enforce  your  difcipline,  ftrengthen 
your  alliance  with  the  ftate,  and  exercife 
a  more  watchful  attention  to  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  your  own  members ;  but  do 
not  claim  a  jurifdidtion  over  thofe  who 
are  not  accountable  to  your  bar,  who  dis¬ 
claim  your  authority,  who  wear  none  of 
your  badges,  and  who,  while  they  lead 
peaceable  lives,  allc  no  church  what  they 
are  to  think,  or  what  they  are  to  believe, 
who  are  content  with  the  exercife  of  their 
opinions,  and  neither  feek  to  (hare  your 
honours  nor  to  deftroy  them. 

I  am  told,  that  the  opinions  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  nonconformift  divine,  and  particu- 


larly  his  charge  againft  the  church  of 
England  as  guilty  of  idolatry  *,  has  given 
umbrage  to  the  clergy,  and  furniihed 
one  objection  againft  the  repeal  of  penal 
laws*  this  has  been  reprefented  as  the 
commencement  of  hoftilities  againft  your 
conftitution,  which  only  wants  a  general 
toleration  to  produce  the  moft  alarming 
confequences  but,  my  lords,  this  accu- 
fation,  if  it  be  falfe,  may  eafily  be  confut¬ 
ed  without  calling  in  any  civil  power.  It 
may  be  determined  by  reafon  and  revela¬ 
tion,  whether  or  no  fupreme  homage  and 
worlhip  are  to  be  paid  to  God  the  father 
only,  and  whether  the  liturgy  addrefles 
it  to  any  other  perfon  ;  the  truth  or  falfe- 
hood  of  this  allegation  has  no  connection 
with  the  queftion,  whether  the  diflenters 
fhall  be  tolerated  to  the  utmoft  extent  of 
reafon  and  juftice,  or  no?  On  the  other 
hand,  to  be  induced  by  refentment  a- 
gainft  this,  or  any  other,  to  hinder  men 

*  See  A  Free  Addrefs  to  Diflenters  as  fuch. 
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from  the  inveftigation  of  truth,  inftead 
of  fuppreffing,  will  only  encourage  them. 

Dr.  Prieftley  is  not  the  reprefentative 
of  the  Diffenters  ;  and  his  opinions  are 
far  from  being  the  flandard  of  their  faith  ; 
therefore,  to  fingle  out  one  individual 
as  an  enemy  fo  formidable  that  nothing 
but  pains  and  penalties  can  confute  him, 
is  paying  a  greater  compliment  to  him, 
and  a  poorer  one  to  the  church,  than  pride 
or  prudence  ought  to  have  fuffered. 

He  has  not  forfeited  the  protedlion 
owing  to  a  peaceable  fubjedl;  he  has  ad¬ 
vanced  only  opinions,  and  he  has  fup- 
ported  them  only  by  reafons ,  which  he 
leaves  to  his  readers  to  receive  or  rejedl, 
as  they  appear  to  them  convincing  or 
otherwife.  Here  is  no  violence  offered  ; 
he  has  no  recourfe  to  poifoned  darts ;  he 
has  no  invifible  armour  or  tutelar  deity 
to  fhield  him  ;  he  ufes  none  but  fair 
weapons  ;  meet  him  on  the  open  plain, 
confute  him  by  argument  and  learning, 
and  doubt  not  but  vou  will  have  a  fair 

hearing; 
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hearing  ;  he  has  no  adt  of  parliament  in 
his  favour,  no  penalties  to  inflict,  and  no 
magiftrate  to  keep  him  in  countenance. 
The  church  is  not  fo  barren  of  cham¬ 
pions,  but  fome  hardy  veteran  will  ftep 
forth,  who  fcorning  to  entrench  himfelf 
in  law  and  power,  will  feek  no  other 
vidtory  but  that  of  truth 

It 

*  It  is  with  pleafure  I  embrace  this  opportunity  of 
doing  juflice  to  the  character  of  a  man  who  deferves 
well  of  his  country.  I  am  perfuaded,  though  he  has 
been  treated  as  an  herefiarch  and  an  innovating  reftlefs 
fe&ary,  there  is  not  a  body  of  learned  men  in  the  world, 
except  one,  who  would  not  ehearfully  acknowledge 
him  for  a  brother  and  a  companion. 

So  far  from  confining  his  views  to  the  narrow  line 
of  polemical  divinity,  there  is  fcarce  any  branch  of  li¬ 
terature,  which  he  has  not  fuccefsfully  cultivated  and 
improved. 

He  is  one  of  thofe  few  men  who  do  not  advance  new 
dodtrines  with  a  view  to  furprife  the  ignorant,  or  to 
acquire  a  character  of  uncommon  penetration.  The 
invefligation  of  real  and  ufeful  knowledge  and  truth  is 
his  favourite  objedl,  and  the  difeovery  of  them  his 
reward. 

He  thinks  freely,  and  fpeaks  and  writes  as  freely  as 
he  thinks,  following  no  authority,  a  (lave  to  no  fyftem, 
he  ranges  uncontrouled  by  prejudice,  fear,  or  intereft. 

6  v  Though 
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It  is  beneath  the  majefty  of  govern¬ 
ment  to  engage  in  fettling  religious  dif- 

putes. 

Though  he  has  had  many  difficulties  and  enemies  to 
flruggle  with,  he  was  as  fteady  in  maintaining  his 
principles  when  his  fubfiftence  was  precarious  as  fince 
the  encouragement  of  the  public,  and  the  patronage  of  a 
noble  lord,  whole  difcernment  of  merit  will  not  be  dis¬ 
puted,  has  made  him  independent.  Cicero  thought  it 
his  duty  to  (hew  the  people  the  abfurdities  of  the  pagan 
religion  ;  and  Dr.  Prieflley  has  refcuedChrifiianity  from 
thofe  grofs  errors  and  myflerious  abfurdities  by  which  it 
has  been  long  obfcured  and  difgraced,  and  reconciled  it 
to  fenfe  and  reafon,  and  thofe  fixed  principles  in  which 
the  liberal  and  intelligent  part  of  mankind  muff  always 
agree. 

It  is  with  him  an  invariable  maxim,  that  truth,  happi- 
nefs,  and  virtue  always  mutually  affiffc  and  fupport  each 
other*,  and  that  ignorance,  folly,  fuperflition,  and  vice 
are  infeparably  conne&ed  together.  He  looks  upon  it 
as  the  greatefl  folecifm,  that  heaven  fhould  have  given 
tis  mental  faculties  only  to  be  fupprefTed,  or  that  any 
benefit  can  ariie  to  iociety  from  limiting  them  by  fecular 
laws  and  ordinances.  He  is  the  enemy  of  ail  pious 
frauds  and  religious  errors,  however  dignified  by 
authority,  or  rendered  facrcd  by  antiquity,  being  per- 
fuaded  that  mankind  will  be  virtuous  in  proportion  to 
the  enlargement  of  their  ideas  and  the  rectitude  of 
their  judgment  ;  therefore  he  is  not  follicitous,  in  his 
purfuit  of  truth,  what  prejudices  he  may  fhock,  what 
fyflem  he  may  overturn,  or  whofe  territories  he  may 

Invade, 
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putes,  which  are  often  grounded  upon 
metaphyfical  refinements.  We  have  had 
many  a  piteous  declamation  upon  the 
mifchiefs  arifing  from  diverfity  of  opi- 

invade.  He  may,  perhaps,  exprefs  his  mind  more 
openly  than  timorous  and  delicate  men  would  chufe  5 
but  as  long  as  there  are  the  fame  means  of  defending 
there  are  to  attack,  it  would  be  an  ill  compliment  to  any 
do£trines  of  reafon  and  religion,  to  fuppofe  they  could 
fuffer  by  honefty  and  plain  dealing. 

He  has  paid  the  tax  of  cenfure,  which  is  generally  le¬ 
vied  upon  thofe  who  dare  to  think  for  themfelves;  but 
though  he  has  met  with  more  infult  and  abufe  than  moft 
men  in  the  prefent  day,  I  am  perfuaded  he  would  not 
difarm  his  enemies  even  of  the  liberty  of  afperfing  him. 
While  his  moral  chara&er  remains  unimpeached,  he  is 
content  with  every  other  reproach,  and  he  thinks  the 
approbation  of  the  candid  and  deferving  an  ample  re- 
compence,-  -with  them  one  genuine  virtueof  the  heart  will 
atone  for  a  thoufand  miftakes  of  judgment.  But  bigots 
have  no  tendernefs,  no  feeling ;  the  want  of  faith  is  never 
to  be  redeemed  ;  a  fcruple,  a  doubt  fixes  upon  the  molt 
blamelefs  life,  irretrieveable  reprobation.  If  the  do£lor 
has  called  in  queftion  popular  opinions  without  grounds, 
he  will  be  the  more  eafily  refuted.  But,  let  him  not  be 
filenced  whether  right  or  wrong  ;  there  can  be  no 
policy  in  refiraining  the  progrefs  of  knowledge,  un- 
lefs  it  can  be  proved,  that  we  have  arrived  at  the  fum- 
mit  of  perfe&ion,  and  that  all  farther  improvements  are 
to  be  defpaired  of. 

nions 
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ni.ons,  although  it  is  notorious  and  un¬ 
deniable,  that  inaffacres,  perfecution,  and 
rebellion,  and  ali  the  evils  that  difsrace 

t  o 

and  ruin  fociety,  have  fprung  from  the 
mad  project  of  uniformity.  Ariftqtle, 
Plato,  Confucius,  Defcart.es,  Newton, 
never  attempted  to  eftablifh  their  fy items 
by  force,  or  to  require  univerfal  confor¬ 
mity,  and  whether  their  doctrines  were 
embraced  or  exploded,  the  world  was 
not  disturbed.  The  neceflity  of  being 
unanimous,  and  that  about  mere  pundti- 
lios,  is  an  abfurdity  peculiar  to  ecclefiaf- 
tics  and  yet,  with  all  the  attempts  to 
promote  it,  it  has  not  fucceeded.  The 
clergy  of  the  church  of  England  arc  not 
of  one  mind,  yet  their  eftablifhment 
remains ;  and  the  variety  of  faith  prevail¬ 
ing  among  the  diflenters  is  of  no  more 
concern  to  it,  than  what  is  believed  in 
China  or  Japan.  With  refpedt  to  the 
ftate,  it  is  ridiculous  to  imagine  loyalty, 
allegiance,  and  good  behaviour  confined 
to  any  fet  of  dodtrines  ;  no  opinions  will 
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fecure  iubmiffion  to  bad  government,  or 
alienate  it  from  that  which  is  good.  Are 
you,  my  lords,  for  flopping  the  free  cir¬ 
culation  of  men’s  thoughts  :  to  prevent 
debate  and  confufion,  you  mufl  have 
recourfe  to  an  inquilition  :  hut  this  would 
introduce  a  confufion  infinitely  greater 
than  what  you  would  fupprefs.  Heaven 
defend  us  from  an  unanimity  which  mufl 
produce  ignorance,  hypocrify,  and  Stu¬ 
pidity  ! 

A  little  conteft  is  no  great  price  to  pay 
for  truth  and  the  privilege  of  exprefling 
our  fentiments  without  controul.  Con- 
troverfyon  all  fubjcits  is  the  necelTary  con- 
fequence  of  the  exertion  of  thofe  faculties 
God  has  given  us  ;  and  what  direful  mif- 
cbiefs  does  it  produce  ?  The  difputants 
grow  tired,  the  public  attention  languishes, 
and  all  the  eager  clamour  finks  into  obli¬ 
vion  ;  but  that  confufion  which  your 
compendious  decifion  would  create,  by 
erecting  a  general  tefl,  and  punifhing  all 
gainfayers,  would  be  a  calamity  of  a  mod 
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grievous  nature,  without  bounds  and 
without  end. 

If  it  be  criminal  to  publifh  doctrines 
inconfiftent  with  thofe  enacted  by  lav/, 
neither  Chriflianity  nor  the  Reformation 
can  be  defended  ;  and  if  they  were  ever 
wrong,  they  muff  remain  fo,  for  fuccefs 
does  not  alter  their  nature.  An  eftablifh- 
ment  implies  that  only  a  certain  fyftem  of 
faith  (hall  be  fupported  and  rewarded,  but 
not  that  every  other  fhall  be  prohibited 
and  punifhed.  Is  not  this  a  fufficient 
diftinction,  without  the  aid  of  penal 
terrors  ? 

The  confcientious  friend  of  truth  may 
bewail  his  misfortune  ;  let  him  not  have 
reafon  to  curfe  theiniquitious  partiality  of 
the  law  in  diftrefling  him  for  his  integri¬ 
ty.  You  might  as  well  fine  and  im- 
prifon  him  for  a  natural  as  a  moral  de¬ 
fect,  and  make  an  example  of  him  for 
being  blind  or  lame,  as  weak  and  er¬ 
roneous. 
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If  1  demean  myfelf  as  an  ufeful  and 
quiet  fubject,  what  has  the  magiftrate  to 
do  with  my  creed  ?  Will  it  make  me  a 
better  member  of  fociety  to  be  a  Calvi- 
nift,  an  Athanafian,  or  a  Semipelagian  ? 
Order  and  good  government  depend  upon 
other  confiderations ;  and  a  wife  ruler, 
like  an  indulgent  parent,  makes  no  cruel 
diftinctions,  allows  the  utrr^ft  freedom 
to  all,  and  takes  from  them  the  power  of 
abufing  it,  by  keeping  the  fword  in  his 
own  hands.  He  may  patronize  one  plan 
of  religion,  and  annex  to  it  fome  privi¬ 
leges  and  immunities;  but  he  will  never 
obey  the  dictates  of  any  party,  nor  devote 
himfelf  to  the  gratification  of  their  pride 
or  their  refentment,  knowing  that  all  na¬ 
tional  eftablUhments  are  but  too  fond  of 


power,  too  interefled  and  implacable, 
and,  inftead  of  confulting  the  general 


good,  have  only  had  the  artifice  and 
addrefs  to  confound  the  welfare  of  the 
community  with  their  own  prefervation 
and  aggrandizement.  He  will  introduce 

good 
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good  cuftoms,  cultivate  good  manners, 
and  direct  that  natural  fenfe  of  religion, 
which  is  implanted  in  the  human  mind, 
towards  morality  and  not  to  fuperftition. 
Above  all,  he  will  enforce  the  ftrifteft 
laws  for  the  maintenance  of  juftice,  or¬ 
der,  and  good  government  ;  and  when 
thefe  are  faithfully  and  vigoroufly  exe¬ 
cuted,  peace  and  happinefs,  due  fubjec- 
tion  and  harmony,  will  invariably  follow. 

What  merits,  my  lords,  can  you  boaft 
to  intitle  you  to  fit  in  judgment  upon 
confcience,  and  to  punifh  what  you  pleafe 
to  call  herefy  ?  What  do  you  think  of 
thofe  revenues  and  honours  which  rank 
you  with  peers  of  the  realm  ?  Is  it  not 
fufficient  that  you  engrofs  the  lucrative 
advantages  of  religion  ?  muft  you  have  an 
exclufive  right  to  infallibility  ?  muft  you 
monopolize  both  heaven  and  earth  ?  muft 
you  bind  confcience  in  chains,  and  the 
free-born  mind  in  fetters  of  iron  ?  Is 
this  for  the  public  good  ?  Moft  difinte- 
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refted  virtue  !  What  infinite  obligations 
do  we  owe  you  ! 

But  if  we  are  peaceable  and  filent,  you 
will  indulge  us  with  our  private  opinions, 
provided  we  keep  them  in  our  own 
breads,  but  preaching  is  an  overt  a£t” 
which  will  breed  confufion,  and  a  train 
of  unfpeakable  mifchiefs,  which  ought 
not  to  be  tolerated; — unfpeakable  mif- 
chief,  indeed,  to — ignorance,  fuperftition, 
and  fpiritual  ufurpation,  which  fiourifii 
beft  in  the  filent,  gloomy  fliade  of  impli¬ 
cit  faith;  but  unfpeakable  benefits  and 
advantages  to  truth,  knowledge,  and 
liberty. 

Tempt  not  the  magiftrate  to  forget  his 
dignity,  and  to  trefpafs  the  bounds  of  his 
authority;  he  will  for  ever  repent  having 
following  your  council.  There  is  no 
evil  to  be  apprehended  but  from  his  in- 

terpofition ;  let  him  look  on  calmly  and 
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unconcerned,  and  all  the  differences 
about  opinion  will  infenfibly  ficken  and 

die ; 
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die;  frequenting  the  fame  communion, 
repeating  the  fame  creed,  cannot  unite 
his  majedy’s  fubjedts,  nor  can  a  different 
worihip,  or  a  different  faith,  feparate 
them  in  any  important  national  point. 

Agreement,  cafual  accidental  agree* 
ment,  upon  metaphyfical  tenets,  is  the 
mod:  precarious  bond  of  union.  We  are 
bound  together,  thank  God,  by  nobler 
ties,  by  our  common  love  to  our  fove- 
reign  and  to  our  conditution,  we  are  unit¬ 
ed  by  our  common  zeal  for  the  happinefs 
of  our  country,  and  the  glory  of  our 
common  religion,  though  differently  un- 
derftood  and  profeffed. 

Thefe  are  the  bed  and  fa  fed  bonds, 
and  I  hope  they  will  never  want  the  ad¬ 
ditional  fanftion  of  a  coincidence  of  opi¬ 
nions  arbitrarily  procured,  to  render 
them  fufficient  for  all  the  purpofes  of  a 
great  and  flourifhing  community.  I  will 
engage  upon  the  known  principles  of  hu¬ 
man  nature,  and  I  have  the  experience 
of  this  country  ever  fince  it  has  been 
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wife  enough  to  let  religion  alone,  to  fup- 
port  me,  that  an  univerfal  liberty  to  all 
divines  to  preach  what  they  find  in  fcrip- 
ture,  can  never  ruin  this  or  any  kingdom 
under  heaven. 

You  may  put  a  cafe  which  is  not 
likely  to  happen,  that  a  man  under  the 
pretence  of  confcience  and  liberty,  fhall 
preach  againft  the  firft  principles  of  reli¬ 
gion,  God’s  moral  perfections,  provi¬ 
dence,  and  a  future  retribution;  and 
thus  undermine  the  foundation  of  thofe 
truths  which  have  ever  been  held  facred  in 
the  world,— colour  it  as  ftrong  and  charge 
it  as  high  as  you  pleafe. — * 

I  fli all,  neverthelefs,  think  there  are 
better  ways  of  counteracting  the  influence 
of  fuch  peftilent  doCtrines  than  by  having 
recourfe  to  the  fecular  arm.  I  would  try 
a  thoufand  fchemes  before  I  ventured 
upon  fo  dangerous  an  expedient.  I  would 
truft  to  the  natural  fenfe  and  feelings  of 
mankind  ;  I  would  oppofe  wit  with  wit, 
argument  with  argument,  zeal  with  zeal ; 

but 
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but  I  would  not  do  infidels  the  honour  of 
perfecuting  them.  I  would  take  warn¬ 
ing  from  the  credit  which  pains  and  pe¬ 
nalties  gave  to  Woolfton’s  nonfenfe  and 
Annet’s  fcurrility,  and  guard  againft  fuch 
fatal  rocks.  This,  I  am  fure,  will  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  a  prudent  method  in  general 
with  refpedt  to  the  minutiae  of  religious 
worfhip ;  but  another  courfe  is  to  be 
taken  with  relation  to  effential  and  funda¬ 
mental  doctrines.— This  is  the  fallacy  by 
which  wife  and  good  men  deceive  them- 
felves.  If  it  had  not  been  for  this  diftinc- 
tion,  perfecution  would  not  have  had 
an  exiftence  in  the  world.  Effential 
and  fundamental  are  big  and  tremen¬ 
dous  terms ;  but  who  is  to  be  the 
judge,  and  what  is  the  meaning  you  af¬ 
fix  to  thefe  words  ?  Effential  to  falvation? 
it  is  kind  in  the  magiftrate  to  be  concern¬ 
ed  about  that ;  but  he  may  be  excufed, 
the  gofpel  has  taken  fufficient  care  of  it 
upon  eafier  conditions.  Effential  to  the 

being  of  fociety  ?  no ;  for  then  no  fociety 
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could  fubfift  without  eftablifhing  the 
fame  dodrines.  Effential  to  prote- 
flantifm?  no;  for,  I  apprehend,  there  is 
one  common  averfion  to  popery,  among 
all  the  various  perfuafions  that  prevail 
amongft  us,  as  a  religion  which  invades 
the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  and  de¬ 
fir  oys  every  fociety  but  its  own.  You 
may  magnify  as  much  as  you  pleafe  the 
diftradions  arifing  from  oppofite  doc¬ 
trine  ;  I  defy  you  to  produce  one  inftance 
from  hiflory,  in  a  civilized  age,  wdiere, 
independent  of  the  interference  of  fecular 
power,  they  have  done  any  material  da¬ 
mage.  Religious  diffenfions  cannot  con¬ 
tinue  long,  but  among  thofe  w'ho  are  in- 
fligated  by  interefl  or  revenge  to  keep 
them  up  :  when  all  the  motives  are  taken 
away  but  thofe  of  ufefulnefs  and  truth, 
controverly  will  never  be  virulent  or 
lading. 

If  the  magirtrate  does  not  throw  out  a 
bone  of  contention,  but  takes  care  that 
all  parties  (hall  be  fafe,  and  no  injuftice 
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fhall  be  done  on  account  of  faith,  there 
will  be  nothing  to  enkindle  paffion  or 
exafperate  revenge  ;  animofity  will  die  of 
itfelf,  when  it  has  nothing  but  novelty 
and  the  defire  of  vidtory  to  feed  upon. 
The  hierarchy  would  not  have  been 
overturned  the  laft  century,  nor  would  it 
have  been  neceffary  to  have  Hied  one  drop 
of  Chriftian  blood,  had  there  been  no  ob- 
je£t  of  conteft  but  the  merits  of  prelbytery 
and  epifcopacy. 


MY  LORDS, 

A  M  no  bigot  to  a  party,  nor  will  I 
ever  lofe  my  friend,  or  my  charity,  on 
account  of  any  modes  of  faith  or  forms 
of  difeipline,  which  will  very  honeftly 
admit  of  variety  of  fentiments.  But  I 
fhall  always  think  it  my  duty  to  oppofe  a 
fyftem  of  religion,  and  a  clafs  of  men 
who  avow  the  principle  of  perfecution. 
Avow  the  principle  of  perfecution,  I  fay; 
for  I  cannot  diftinguifti  betwixt  the  ac¬ 
tual  infliction  of  fines  and  imprifonment, 
and  the  retention  of  thofe  laws  under 
which  they  operate,  as  a  check  to  men’s 
thoughts  and  adtions.  For  orte  Chriftian, 
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or  one  man,  to  talk  of  controlling  another 
where  he  has  no  authority,  and  can  fuf- 
fer  no  injury,  and  in  matters  which  God 
alone  can  take  cognizance  of,  is  the 
height  of  arrogance  and  prefumption. 

I  am  fure,  my  lords,  you  will  join 
with  me  in  lamenting  the  weaknefs  of 
the  fathers  of  the  church,  in  having  re- 
*  courfe  to  holy  artifices  and  pious  frauds, 
to  fupport  a  religion  which  had  its  origin 
in  the  wifdom  of  God;  but  thefe  were 
innocent  and  laudable  means  in  compan¬ 
ion  with  oppreffion  and  violence,  which  at 
once  fet  afide  all  the  arguments  for  Chrifti- 
anity  drawn  from  miracles  and  prophefy, 
and  its  own  excellence  and  purity,  and 
commit  it  folely  to  the  protection  cf  an 
informer. 

If  our  holy  faith  can  ever  be  deftroyed, 
it  will  be  by  thofe  meafures  you  take  in 
its  defence  ;  for  it  muft  always  create  a 
fufpicion,  that  thofe  who  ule  any  irra¬ 
tional  and  forcible  ways  of  maintainin 
their  religion,  do  it  becaufe  they  can  fin 
no  better 
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If  I  was  to  allow  you  all  the  marks  of 
a  true  and  orthodox  church,  except  cha^ 
rity,  the  want  of  this  would  difgrace 
them  all.  It  matters  little  what  efta- 
blilhment  prevails,  if  the  right  of  judg¬ 
ment,  on  which  a  juft  faith  can  only  be 
founded,  be  taken  away.  I  would  ex- 
cufe  any  refemblance  to  popery  fooner 
than  this  black  and  horrible  feature,  fe- 
parate  from  which,  all  befide  is  nothing 
hut  harmlefs  folly  and  fanaticifm. 

Would  you  not,  my  lords,  be  forry  to 
have  it  believed,  that  the  church  of 
England  can  only  fubfift  by  terror  and  in- 
iuftice?  Why  then  will  you  not  put  fo 
much  confidence  in  the  excellence  of 
your  religion  as  to  leave  it  to  the  learning 

and  talents  of  its  members  ?  Shew  fo 
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much  courage  as  to  think  vourfelves  fafe, 
thoueh  all  mankind  are  free ;  there  is 
dignity  and  honour  in  the  experiment, 
and  whatever  be  the  confequence  you 
will  never  repent  adopting  principles  fo 

generous  in  themfelves,  and  fo  worthy 
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of  Chriftianity.  You  cannot  a Q.  other- 
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wife,  if  you  follow  the  rules  and  maxims 
of  the  gofpel,  and  are  wilhng  to  prefer ve 
any  refemblance  to  the  fpirit  and  genius 
of  its  divine  author.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  you  are  follicitous  only  to  maintain  the 
outward  form  of  a  Chriftian  church,  and 
to  ftand  upon  the  ground  of  a  political  con¬ 
futation,  you  are  lufficiently  fecure  againft 
the  united  attacks  of  all  your  enemies; 
your  caution  and  fears  are  all  fuperfluous, 
whatever  becomes  of  Chriftianity  you  are 
fafe.  If  your  dodtrines  were  infinitely 
more  abfurd  than  your  mod  implacable 
enemies  believe  them  to  be  ;  in  the 
midft  of  thofe  entrenchments  by  which 
you  are  fortified,  you  may  fet  them  all 
at  defiance  ;  for  the  hiftory  of  the  world 
cannot  furnifh  one  indance  of  the  word; 
fyftem  of  religion  wanting  friends  and 
advocates,  with  fo  many  emoluments  to 
recompence  them. 

We  tax  not  the  date  we  live  under 

with  unkindnefs ;  we  hold  in  the  high  eft 
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edeem  the  generality  and  candour  of  our 
rulers ;  but  we  mult  feel  fome  regret,  pof- 
libly  fome  refentment,  when  the  pro- 
felled  miniders  and  guardians  of  the  law 
of  liberty,  officioufly  intercept  the  in¬ 
tentions  of  the  legillature,  and  enter  in¬ 
to  a  combination  as  warm  and  vigorous 
as  if  the  church  was  in 'the  lad:  agonies 
of  defpair. 

You  are  terrified,  my  lords,  with  a 
fpedtre,  and  in  your  fright  fay  and  do 
fuch  things,  as  in  your  waking  mo¬ 
ments  you  can  neither  judify  nor  ap¬ 
prove. 

I  hope  this  is  not  the  mod  judicious 
zeal  you  can  exprefs.  If  this  be  the  bed 
proof  of  your  affe&ion,  I  am  fure  neither 
Chridianity  in  general,  nor  epifcopacy  in 
particular,  owe  you  any  thanks  ;  your 
friends  will  lament  your  indifcretion, 
your  enemies  will  have  their  revenge  in 
your  ralhnefs,  and  poderity  will  bludi  for 
your  intolerance. 


I  now 


I  now  proceed  to  confider  a  few  mor® 
reafons  which  had  their  weight  in  the  ' 
late  confirmation  of  penal  laws.  €‘  The 
time  in  which  we  moved  for  relief  was 
deemed  improper.5’  This  ft  ale  and  (hal¬ 
low  reafon,  which  would  keep  all  im¬ 
provement  at  a  (land,  has  been  afftgned 
by  men  who  allowed  not  only  the  juftice 
of  relieving  proteftant  difienters,  but  who 
afferted  the  right  of  all  mankind  to  reli* 
gious  liberty  without  diftin&ion. 

Was  there  ever  a  convenient  feafon  for 
making  amendments  in  a  corrupt  church 
or  ftate  ?  If  the  well-timing  prudence  of 
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ftatefman  and  priefts  had  always  been 
confulted,  we  fhould  neither  have  had 
liberty  nor  religion  at  the  prefent  day  ; 
we  fhould  not  have  been  proteftants ; 
perhaps  we  might  have  been  idolaters. 
It  was  not  fure  too  foon  to  difclaim  the 
horrid  principle  of  diftreffing  inert  for 
their  virtue,  their  integrity,  their  reli¬ 
gion.  Chriftianity,  after  fo  many  ages, 
had  given  fufficient  time  to  determine 
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whether  it  might  not  fafely  be  tolerated 
without  limitation  or  reftraint,  and  the 
honour  of  fetting  an  example  to  the 
world  in  behalf  of  religious  liberty,  by 
giving  it  not  merely  a  precarious  conniv¬ 
ance,  but  a  certain  invariable  legal  fecu- 
rity,  might  have  pleaded  for  the  propriety 
of  the  prefent  time.  But  it  happened 
unfortunately,  that  the  clergy  had  but 
juft  moved  to  be  releafed  from  their  fub- 
feription  to  the  articles,  and  a  compli¬ 
ance  with  one  requeft  might  lead  to  a 
compliance  with  the  other.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  reprefented  as  an  attempt  incon- 
fiftent  with  candour  and  prudence,  an 
ungrateful  return  for  your  paft  lenity;  an 
infidious  plot  laid  to  compel  you  to  de¬ 
clare  for  liberty  or  perfecution,  and  as 
coming  behind  you  when  you  wrerc 
grappling  with  a  powerful  enemy  in  your 
own  territories.  Now,  my  lords,  not- 
withftanding  fome  diftindtion  might  be 
made  between  the  petition  of  your  own 
members  and  ours,  I  mod  devoutly  wifh 

them 
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them  not  to  be  diftinguifhed  :  I  hope  itl 
time  they  will  both  fucceed;  and  though 
a  certain  divine  has  condemned  our  in¬ 
terfering  in  your  differences,  as  a  kind  of 
continental  connection  with  which  we 
have  no  bufinefs,  I  (hall  not  fcruple  to 
exprefs  my  warmed  veneration  for  the 
character,  conduCt,  and  writings  of  the 
afTociated  clergy  they  may  not  be  fo 
numerous,  as  from  the  freedom  of  the 
age  might  be  expeCted,  but  they  have 
every  merit  befide  to  intitle  them  to  the 
confideration  of  the  date.  It  is  totally 
foreign  to  the  idea  of  a  Chriftian  church 
to  require  any  thing  but  a  Chriftian  faith, 
and  nothing  but  refolving  all  religion  in¬ 
to  the  will  and  caprice  of  the  magiftrate 
can  fet  afide  their  claim.  I  would  give 
up  thirty-nine  thoufand  metaphyfical  ar¬ 
ticles  before  I  would  exclude  one  honed 
and  worthy  man.  I  pity  a  church  which 
ftands  upon  the  ruins  of  confcience,  and 
of  whofe  preferments  a  Chambers  cannot 

partake.  It  is  of  little  moment  what 
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opinion  I  entertain  of  !ueh  a  character, 
bat  I  cannot  help  expreffing  my  warmeft 
pleafnre  in  feeing  fo  lingular  an  adt  of  dif- 
intereftednefs  in  this  unprincipled  age ; 
and,  I  mud  beg  leave  to  fay,  that  it  is 
shore  than  recompenced  by  the  united 
applaufe  of  all  upright  and  impartial 
men. 

But  the  clergy  at  the  Feathers  have  not 
employed  the  diffenters  to  fight  their  bat¬ 
tles,  nor  is  there  any  plan  concerted  be¬ 
tween  them.  Our  application  was  dic¬ 
tated  by  no  political  views,  but  was  the 
refalt  of  a  full  conviction  of  our  right 
and  our  deferts,  upon  the  principles  of 
confcience,  policy,  and  Chriftianity ;  and 
it  has  been  approved,  I  will  venture  to 
fay,  by  the  general  fenfe  of  all  ranks  of 
people.  Indeed  no  perfon  can  difapprove 
of  it,  who  is  a  real  and  confident  friend 
of  revelation ;  for  it  is,  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  nothing  but  a  propofal  for  the  tolera¬ 
tion  of  genuine  Chridianity,  feparate 
from  all  human  commentaries  and  de¬ 
finitions. 
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Several  intimations  were  thrown  out 
by  different  ranks  of  men,  that  if  the 
diffenters  chofe  any  farther  extent  of  re¬ 
ligious  liberty,  it  could  not  be  refufed 
them  at  this  period.  It  appeared  fhock- 
ing  to  them  that  ftatutes  fo  fcandalous  to 
a  proteftant  government,  by  which 
numbers  of  men  of  a  liberal  education, 
and  unblernifhed  characters,  were  expof- 
ed  to  the  heavieft  penalies,  fbould  ftill  be 
upon  record  to  reproach  the  pretences  of 
this  boafted  land  of  liberty.  Many 
among  the  clergy  acceded  to  the  reaion- 
ablenefs  of  our  requeft,  who  were  averfe 
to  the  lea(i  alteration  in  their  own  con- 
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Under  thefe  circumftances,  what  an 
abjeft  fpirit  mud:  the  diffenters  have 
fhewn  not  to  have  embraced  fo  favour¬ 
able  a  feafon  ?  What  .caufe  had  they  to 
expeCl  an  oppofition  from  your  lordfhips, 
who  of  all  men  ought  to  be  the  molt 
tender  of  the  rights  of  human  na¬ 
ture. 


The  adminiftration  did  not  objeCt  to 
our  requeft,  and  it  has  twice  paffed  the 
commons  with  a  greater  fuperiority  of 
argument  and  conviction  than  any  other 
bill  can  boaft.  The  mod  independent 
charader,  the  mod  confummate  abilities 
and  acccomplifhments,  the  mod  oppofite 

.,  a 

parties  united  in  the  caufe  of  liberty. 
Why  need  I  mention  the  names  of  Sa- 
vile,  Dyfon,  Montague,  Meredith, 
Townfhend,  Harris,  in  one  houfe,  or 
thofe  of  Richmond,  Shelburne,  Manl- 
field,  Lyttelton,  and  Camden,  in  the 
other,  who  have  done  themfelves  im¬ 
mortal  honour.  Philofophers  and  Chrif- 
tians  in  all  ages  fhall  remember  the 
honourable  teftimony  they  have  paid  to 
liberty  and  truth.  I  rejoice  that  the  dif- 
fenters  have  gone  fo  far,  if  they  advance 
no  farther;  for  as  long  as  there  is  any  re¬ 
gard  due  to  the  authority  of  wifdom  and 
virtue,  they  muft  from  this  time  date 
their  protection  as  a  real,  and  not  an 
imaginary  thing,  in  fpite  of  the  exigence 
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of  the  ftatutes  they  complain  of ;  the  fenfe 
of  mankind  is  their  fecurity,  the  con- 
vidtion  ol  their  juftice  is  their  fafegaard; 
and  reafon  and  humanity  repeal  thofe 
laws  which  onlybifhops  confirm. 

The  defence  which  truth  and  reafon 
have  made  againft  bigotry,  ignorance, 
and  fuperftition,  is  ours.  The  (hew  of 
a  triumph,  the  name  of  a  vidtory,  is 
yours. 

Viclrix  caufa  diis  placuit  fed  vi£ta  Catoni. 

You  may  difappoint  us  of  that  fecuri¬ 
ty  we  afk  for,  but  you  cannot  take  from 
us  the  confcioufnefs  of  deferving  it  3  you 
cannot  confute  the  equity  of  our  claim, 
but  you  can  vote  againft  it ;  you  cannot 
point  out  any  evil  effedts  that  would 
arife  from  a  more  liberal  toleration,  but 
you  can  fay  with  Felix,  Go  your  way  for 
this  time,  when  we  have  a  more  conve¬ 
nient  feafon  we  will  call  for  you.  But, 
my  lords,  fome  hints  have  been  dropped 
concerning  a  icheme  in  agitation  to  unite 
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his  majefty’s  fubjeds  in  intereft  and  af¬ 
fection,  touching  ecclefiaftical  matters, 
to  which  our  bill  would  be  an  obftacle. 
hsovv,  though  it  may  have  been  mention¬ 
ed  in  convcriation,  and  aflerted  in  pamph¬ 
lets,  that  fome  amendment  of  the  Articles 
was  upon  the  carpet,  yet  no  competent 
authority  has  been  produced  for  it,  and 
the  difienters  had  no  intimations  siven 

O 

them,  to  induce  them  to  fufpend  their 
application  on  any  fuch  account.  What 
objection  can  this  be  to  the  removal  of 
pains  and  penalties  ?  and  why  fhould  our 
propofal  difcourage  your  defign  ?  One 
laudable  a  Cl  of  moderation  does  not  inter- 
xere  with  another.  Was  it  not  a  proper 
introduction  to  a  reformation  in  your 
church,  to  grant  liberty  of  confcience  to 
all  protellants  ? 

If  your  motive  was  to  bring  over  the 
difienters,  they  are  obliged  to  you  but 
they  are  not  willing  to  purchafe  any 
favour  at  the  expence  of  their  principles 
or  their  duty  ;  and  whether  they  were 

likely 
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likely  to  be  reconciled  or  not,  it  was 
certainly  incumbent  on  you  to  remove 
every  obftacle  to  the  admiffion  of  honeft 
and  confcientious  men  into  your  own 
communion.  Thedifcovery  of  truth,  and 
the  culture  of  pure  unadulterated  Chrif- 
tianity,  ought  to  be  the  firft  objedts 
among  all  Chriftians  ;  and  whatever 
clafhes  with  thefe,  is  an  abufe  of  the  mod 
enormous  kind.  If  thefe  are  fecured,  it 
matters  little  what  adventitious  circum- 
ftances  are  given  up  or  retained. 

If  you  will  remove  every  real  ground 
of  feparation,  we  are  ready  to  meet  you 
with  a  correlpondent  candour  and  good 
will  ,  but  God  forbid  we  fhould  make 
any  difhonourable  conceffions,  inconfiftent 
with  the  regard  due  to  the  fupremacy  of 
Chrift,  we  will  chearfully  confpire  with 
you  againft  the  common  enemies  of  our 
religion  ;  but  we  muft  ftand  upon  our 
own  proper  ground,  and  affert  thole  im¬ 
mortal  principles  to  which  a  proteftant 

diffent  and  the  Reformation  itfelf  owed 
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their  birth.  Some  ministers  may  be  falls- 
lied  with  relaxing  a  few  of  your  ceremo¬ 
nies  ;  but  the  fundamental  objection 
will  remain  as  long  as  you  exercife  the 
power  of  impofing  any  faith  betides  that 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  You  may  render 
your  yoke  eafier  by  foothing  palliatives ; 
but  nothing  lefs  than  full  permifiion  to 
be  tried  by  the  Gofpel  will  fatisfy  thofe 
who  underhand  the  liberty  wherewith 
Chrift  has  made  them  free. 

The  only  way  to  unite  all  parties  in 
intereft  and  affedtion  is  to  break  down 
the  partitions  of  ftrife  and  animofity,  and 
to  deftroy  thofe  cruel  diftindtions,  which 

can  have  no  tendency  but  to  infpire  one 
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fet  of  men  with  fupercilious  arrogance, 
and  the  other  with  indignation  or  de- 
fpair. 

My  lords,  I  am  afraid  you  objected  to 

V 

our  propofal,  not  becaufe  it  hindered  you 
from  fetting  about  an  alteration  now  uni- 
verfally  deemed  neceifary,  but  becaufe  it 
added  frefh  reafons  and  obligations  to  your 
making  the  attempt  without  delay. 
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If  you  meant  to  correct  a  few  pundti- 
lios,  that  you  might  with  a  better  grace 
enforce  your  abfolute  right  of  deciding 
in  matters  of  faith,  and  then  complain 

that  the  dilfenters  interrupted  you  by 

/ 

aliening  the  great  proteftant  principle  of 
bein'?  accountable  only  to  the  word  of 
God,  I  am  heartily  glad  of  the  obftruc- 
tion  you  met  with  ;  for  every  error  and 
blemilh  in  religion  is  trivial  in  comparifon 
with  an  uncontrolled  defpotifm  over  judg¬ 
ment  and  conscience. 

I  cannot  pafs  over  one  circumftance, 
which  has  been  itrongly  urged  as  an  ar¬ 
gument  againft  any  indulgence  towards 
the  diffenters ;  I  mean  their  oppofing  the 
fettle  men  t  of  biihops  in  America.  This 
point  has  been  lo  well  conhdered  in  a 
public  paper,  that  it  is  almoft  needlefs 
to  fay  any  thing  about  it;  but  as  I  do  not 
mean  to  advance  any  falfhood,  or  to  con¬ 
ceal  any  truth,  I  fhall  acknowledge,  that 
fome  gentlemen  did,  at  the  requeft  ot  the 

colonies,  confult  adminiftration  about 
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the  rumour  of  bifhops  being  fettled  hi 
America,  aud  the  intention  was  declaim¬ 
ed  in  the  flrongeft  terms. 

What  were  the  motives  that  induced 
government  to  difcourage  this  favourite 
projedt  I  do  not  pretend  to  fay  ;  they 
were  not  of  a  religious  nature,  and  could 
not  be  attributed  to  any  influence  of  ours. 
It  might  be  imagined,  that  the  necefiity 
of  receiving  ordination  here  would  tend 
to  increafe  that  connexion  and  depen¬ 
dence,  which  it  is  the  policy  of  Great 
Britain  to  cultivate.  However,  if  we  had 
taken  the  mo/l  adiive  part  againft  this 
meafure,  it  would  not  have  failed  on  that 
account ;  but  we  are  not  chargeable  with 
any  interpofition  inconfiftent  with  reli¬ 
gious  liberty  or  the  nature  of  our  prefent 
application.  I  do  not  know  one  diflenter 
who  oppofed  the  inftitution  of  bifhops  as 
fpiritual  men,  for  the  purpofes  of  ordina¬ 
tion,  confirmation,  and  other  fpiritual 
offices.  If  you  contend  for  any  thing 
more,  we  cannot  help  declaring  a  fincere 
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but  generous  oppofition.  An  order  of 
priefts  of  fuch  high  dignity,  fuch  difpro- 
portioned  revenues,  with  fo  much  politi¬ 
cal  influence,  and  fo  many  lucrative  be¬ 
nefices  at  their  difpofal,  is  fo  vafl:  an 
addition  to  the  executive  power  with 
which  they  are  always  connected,  fo  bur- 
denlome  to  the  community,  fo  foreign  to 
the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel  and  the  idea 
of  a  primitive  epifcopacy,  that  if  their 
exiftence  depended  upon  the  confent  of 
wife  and  impartial  men,  they  would  find 
it  difficult  to  gain  an  eftablifhment  in  any 
country  upon  earth.  In  Great  Britain, 
they  can  plead  a  long  prescription,  they 
make  a  part  of  the  conftitution,  and  are 
exceedingly  ufeful  to  any  administration  ; 
and  while  they  anfwer  the  end  of  their 
creation,  I  hope  no  rude  fchifmatic  will 
everdidurb  their  peaceful  flumbers. 

But  if  they  fhall  pretend  to  monopolize 
truth,  to  damp  and  licence  what  doc¬ 
trines  are  to  be  believed  and  preached, 
as  if  they  were  the  foie  patentees  of  reli- 
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gion,  I  fhall  beg  leave  to  difpute  theif 
title  and  apoftolical  authority.  I  will  go 
on  without  fcruple  to  advance  and  defend 
fuch  doctrines  as  I  believe  to  be  the 
didates  of  fenfe  and  reafon ;  I  (hall  always 
think  I  cannot  better  approve  my  zeal  for 
Chriftianity,  than  by  lopping  otF  thofe 
abfurdities,  which  have  been  grafted 
upon  it  with  a  view  to  embellifh  it,  with¬ 
out  being  awed  by  the  decrees  of  fynods 
or  councils.  As  a  man,  I  will  refufe  no 
obedience  which  I  owe  to  the  commu¬ 
nity  ,  as  a  Chriftian,  I  will  give  up  no 
right  which  a  Chriftian  has  a  claim  to. 
While  the  ftate  gives  me  leave  to  exercife 
•  my  fundion,  I  will  fhew  my  fenfe  of  its 
indulgence,  by  inculcating  fentiments 
conducive  to  loyalty,  public  virtue,  and 
peace.  If,  in  compliance  with  your  re- 
fentment  and  prejudices,  it  fhall  ftill  be 
prevailed  upon  to  keep  perfecution  in 
fufpence,  1  will  never  feek  my  revenge  in 
one  uncharitable  wifh  towards  your  re¬ 
ligion  ;  but  1  fhall  rejoice  that  heaven 
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has  referved  one  chofen  fpot  upon  the 
habitable  globe  fecure  from  your  arbitra¬ 
ry  influence. 

There,  in  the  abfence  of  epifcopal  con- 
troul,  variety  of  opinions  prevail  without 
confufion,  and  the  worfhippers  of  one 
God  can  harmoniouflv  join  their  different 
forms  without  difcord  or  rancour.  Free 
and  happy  abodes  !  may  no  exclufive 
eftablifhments  difturb  your  peace!  may  no 
bold  ufurper  invade  your  rights  !  may  no 
favourite  form  of  religion  infult  over  the 
reft  !  Let  not  ambition  or  worldly  power 
corrupt  your  religion,  or  interrupt  that 
equal  freedom  from  which  you  derive 
fuch  ineftimable  advantages ! 

If  the  confideration  of  the  tyranny  from 
which  you  fled,  and  the  cruel  reftraints 
by  which  confluence  is  ftill  limited,  does 
but  awaken  you  to  preferve  Chriftianity 
free  from  every  profane  violation,  and  to 
keep  the  balance  of  univerfal  liberty  in 
religion,  you  will  have  reafon  to  blefs  a 
Stuart  race,  and  our  indignities  and  hard- 
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i hips  will  not  be  without  fome  allevia¬ 
tion.  Perhaps  you  may  profit  by  the 
event;  for,  I  hope,  my  lords,  you  will 
learn  to  deteil  thoie  inhuman  principles 
of  perfecution,  which  are  not  only  the 
fcandal  and  ruin  of  fociety,  but  deftruc- 
tive  to  thofe  who  abet  and  employ  them, 
fince  your  influence  now  buffers  in  confer 
quence  of  thofe  meafures  you  took  to 
efcablifh  it,  and  America,  peopled  by  your 
rage,  is  inflexible  to  your  entreaties,  and 
opens  its  hoipitable  arms  to  every  ftranger 
but  yourfelves. 

In  whatever  light  I  behold  your  late 
oppofition,  it  appears  to  me  weak,  in- 
difereet,  and  ungenerous ;  it  adds  neither 
to  the  ftrength  nor  credit  of  your  church  ; 
it  was  lofing  an  opportunity  of  acquiring 
real  honour  without  any  real  facrifice;  it 
difeovers  a  narrow  contracted  idea  of  po¬ 
licy,  religion,  and  human  nature.  If  it 
was  the  effeCt  of  bigotry  and  prejudice* 
you  are  inexcufable,  as  legiflators,  in  being 
actuated  by  fuch  bale  motives.  If  it  was 
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owing  to  refentment  that  you  punifbed 
the  fins  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children, 
it  was  utterly  unworthy  of  the  embaffa- 
dors  of  Chrift.  If  you  thought  to  ac¬ 
complish  uniformity  of  faith,  it  was  ab- 
furd  and  ridiculous.  You  have  taken  one 
important  Step  without  considering  the 
next  j  and,  by  fo  doing,  have  expofed 
yourfelves  to  the  miferable  alternative 
of  being  hated  or  defpifed.  If  you  exe¬ 
cute  the  laws,  you  will  bring  upon  your¬ 
felves  eternal  odium ;  if  you  let  them 
deep,  you  proclaim  their  impropriety  and 
injudice.  If  you  mean  to  promote  an 
univerfal  conformity  to  the  articles,  you 
mud  not  only  flop  the  mouths  of  all  the 
nonfubfcribing  diflenters,  but  you  mud 
lay  a  redraint  upon  the  prefs ;  you  mud 
prohibit  the  intercourfes  of  converfation, 
and  lay  an  embargo  upon  the  exercife  of 
men’s  rational  faculties.  What  an  ar¬ 
duous  talk  have  you  undertaken  !  Yet 
all  this  might  have  been  avoided,  with¬ 
out  rifking  one  fingle  advantage,  had 
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you  po defied  gencrofity  enough  to  have 
complied  with  the  dillenters’  reauefh 
When  I  confider  your  critical  and  dif- 
trefled  Situation ;  in  poSTeffion  of  an  ob- 
noxious  power  which  you  dare  neither 
exert  nor  relinquish,  attacked  by  the  en- 
tnufiaft  and  the  freethinker,  importuned 
by  your  own  diffatified  members,  and  per¬ 
plexed  by  the  difeontents  of  the  laity  ;  if 
you  have  any  regard  for  religion  and  the 
interefis  of  your  country,  my  lords,  I  pity 
you  }  if  you  are  attentive  only  to  your 
own  eafe,  ambition,  and  fecurity,  my  pity 
gives  way  to  indignation  and  contempt. 

I  beg  your  lordfhips  candid  fentiments, 
refpedting  the  future  conduct  of  the  dif- 
fenters.  How  Shall  they  ad,  fo  as  not 
to  offend  the  State  or  their  own  con¬ 
ferences  ?  How  Shall  they  preferve  both 
the  deference  which  is  due  to  your  lord- 
Ships’  decilion,  and  that  which  they  owe 
to  their  Mailer  in  heaven  ?  If  they  defift, 
they  give  up  their  claim  ;  if  they  per- 
levere,  and  you  continue  to  refufe,  they 
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be  the  innocent  caufcs  of  your  fultaining 
additional  dishonour. 

You  have  put  a  negative  upon  the  law¬ 
ful  exercife  of  our  religion  ;  but  you 
cannot  make  the  world  believe  that  reli¬ 
gion  itfelf  depends  upon,  or  is  connected 
with,  the  will  of  the  magiftrate.  You 
have  limited  the  freedom  of  the  gofpel ; 
but  you  have  not  deftroyed  Chriftianity. 
Do  you  expect  we  fhould  comply  with 
your  requifitions,  or  refign  our  profeffions? 
Cruel  dilemma  !  But  fuppofing  we  were 
extirpated,  other  diflenters  would  rife  up; 
rational  creatures  will  always  remain  to 
aflert  the  rights  of  judgment  and  con- 
fcience ;  and  fhall  they  worfhip  no  God, 
and  believe  no  creed  but  yours  ?  The 
nature  of  things  is  not  altered  by  your 
determination  ;  and  right  and  wrong  are 
not  to  be  decided  by  vote.  Edicfts  and  pro- 
feriptions  were  iffued  out  againft  the  gof¬ 
pel,  and  yet  it  continues  the  fame  yefter- 
day,  to-day,  and  for  ever.  Laws  have 
been  framed  againft  philofophy  and 
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/Science,  and  liberty  and  virtue,  but  they 
have  not  loft  their  reputation  in  the 
world..  You  may  inftitute  what  opinions 
and  articles  you  pleafe,  and  enforce  them 
by  the  heavieft  penalties  ;  but  if  they 
cannot  Hand  the  teft  of  reafon,  they  will 
fall  only  the  fooner  for  your  attempts  to 
l'upport  them. 

Truth,  immortal  truth,  keeps  on  her 
fleady  and  glorious  career,  and  advances 
to  that  perfection,  which,  in  fpite  of 
your  impotent  efforts,  fhe  will  one  day 
attain.  We  fhould  be  unworthy  of.  the 
name  we  profefs,  if  we  were  awed  into 
filence  by  the  threats  of  punifhment, 
which,  be  it  ever  fo  great,  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  heaven  and  the  teftimony  of  a 
good  confcience  will  abundantly  com¬ 
pensate.  If  you  aflc  by  what  authority 
we  propagate  our  doftrines  ?  I  anfwer, 
by  the  fame  which  was  pleaded  by  the 
firft  Chriftians,  by  the  reformers,  and 
which  operates  upon  every  honeft  man  ; 

to  refill;  impofture,  however  ancient  and 

vc- 
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{venerable,  and  to  defend  truth,  however 
forfaken  and  unpopular* 

You  may  take  all  the  advantages  you 
pleafe  of  your  majority,  your  public  fa- 
Ihion,  and  your  power  in  parliament; 
you  may  avail  yourfelves  of  the  preju¬ 
dices  excited  againft  us,  and  propagated 
from  age  to  age  ;  you  may  excel  us  in 
grandeur  and  antiquity^  we  will  conteft 
with  you  the  qualifications  of  good  citi¬ 
zens  and  honeft  men.  You  may  boaft 
of  the  improvements  you  have  made  upon 
the  original  plan  of  Chriftianity  ;  we  are 
content  with  it,  unadorned  as  it  is,  and 
hope  only  for  its  future  rewards.  You  may 
reprefent  us  as  difaffedted  to  the  throne  ; 
we  appeal  to  the  intereft  we  have  at  flake, 
and  to  our  part  conduct,  in  confutation  of 
this  ridiculous  charge.  You  may  brand 
us  as  deifts,  becaufe  we  difpute  your  au¬ 
thority  to  fettle  all  controverfies.  If  to 
be  deprived  of  the  common  fecurity  of 
fubjedts,  and  yet  to  live  peaceably  and 
contribute  all  in  our  power  to  the  fecurity 

G  3  of 
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of  the  ftate,  be  the  mark  of  bad  fubje&s, 
we  deferve  that  appellation.  If  to  dif- 
tinguiih  betwixt  Chridianity  and  its  cor¬ 
ruptions,  to  preach  and  live  under  the  war¬ 
rant  of  fcripture,  and  to  inculcate  found 
morals,  on  the  profpedi  of  that  immor¬ 
tality  which  was  brought  to  light  by  the 
gofpel,  be  a  fign  of  deifm,  we  have  no 
obje&ion  to  the  name  of  deifts. 

But  the  frequent  ufe  of  thefe  invidious 
efperfions  will  take  out  tfceir  ding.  The 
world  is  not  fo  ready  as  it  has  heen  to  fol¬ 
low  the  cry  of  a  few  defigning  men  ;  the 
growth  of  herefy  and  the  danger  of  the 
church  have  loft  their  dreadful  found; 
the  worft  Herefies  that  ever  infefted  reli¬ 
gion  are  at  laft  found  to  be  pride,  ambi¬ 
tion,  the  !uft  of  gain,  and  the  lpirit  of 
perfection. 

Amidft  your  tender  forrows  and  anxi¬ 
ous  folicitude  for  the  fate  of  your  church, 
fpare  fome  fighs,  fhed  fome  tears  for 
Chridianity  itfelf,  which,  in  this  age, 
deferves  your  commiferation,  wounded  as 


It  is,  and  bleeding  before  you,  while  the 
Levite  only  looks  upon  it,  and  the  prieft 
pafles  by  on  the  other  fide. 

Remember  you  had  once  an  eftablifh- 
ment  more  formidable  than  your  own  to 

contend  with.  The  time  has  been,  when 

,  ,  * 

you  were  glad  to  engage,  like  us,  with 

the  weapons  of  reafon  and  argument,  to 

commend  your  caufe  to  heaven,  and  to 

appeal  to  the  Bible  as  your  only  friend, 

againft  a  religion  armed  with  all  the 
o  o 

thunder  of  the  ftate. 

'  '•  \  i 

Confider,  if  the  plea  wre  urge  has  no 
weight  in  it,  you  would  never  have  had 
the  power  to  make  penal  laws,  or  to  keep 
them  in  perpetual  terror.  You  were  once 
heretics  as  well  as  we.  Your  anceftors 
attefted  their  zeal  for  genuine  Chriftianity 
at  the  fiake.  Well  had  their  lives  been 

fpared,  if  they  were  only  the  means  of 

*  ■_ 

eredting  another  fpiritual  dominion  as  ar¬ 
bitrary  as  that  which  they  overturned. 

The  Scriptures  they  had  recourfe  to,  as 
Comprehending  all  their  faith,  are  now 

Ct  ^  con— 
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'confidered  as  an  ambiguous  proof  of  or¬ 
thodoxy,  and  diflrufied  as  too  feeble 
lecurity  tor  religion  and  government  ; 

they  mail  now  be  read  with  caution  and 

»  *  •  \ 

relerve,  a  thoufand  dangers  lurk  beneath, 
and  they  may  betray  us  into  I  know  not 
what  fatal  errors.  Who  would  think 
their  Chrifl  ianity  and  yours  were  the 
fame  ?  Upon  what  different  grounds 
has  the  religion  of  this  country  been 
defended  ? 

To  bar  yourfelves  again  ft  any  future 

conviction  by  a  glorious  refolution  never 

* 

to  believe  any  thing  againfl  law,  is  fome- 
thing  lingular  but  to  pretend  to  hold  all 

the  proteftants  in  this  kingdom  in  the 

•  ^ 

fame  chains,  to  forbid  the  light  of  truth 
to  fhine,  becaule  you  will  not  fee  it  your¬ 
felves,  is  the  moil  extraordinary  exertion 
of  folly  that  can  be  conceived. 

flow  much  better  would  you  have  con¬ 
futed  reputation  by  allowing  a  liberty 
.you  cannot  take  away!  how  much  more 
durably  would  you  have  fixed  your  throne 

{  l  .  •  *■  I  >  •  'V  >  '  *'  | 
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by  an  adt  of  well-timed  generofity!  with 
how  much  better  a  grace  could  you  have 
treated  with  your  own  difaffedted  bre¬ 
thren,  and  removed  every  caufe  of  repara¬ 
tion  and  dilcontent ! 

You  might  have  fiifled  our  com¬ 
plaints,  and  put  it  out  of  our  power  to 
make  any  frelh  demands;  as  the  diflfenters 
multiplied  under  oppreffion,  they  have 
diminifhed  by  indulgence,  and  you 
would  have  feen  them  melt  away  under 
the  beams  of  your  mercy,  while  your  in¬ 
tolerance  only  ftrengthens  and  unites 

,  v-  *  *  *  '  '  •  ' 

them. 

At  this  time  of  day,  my  lords,  when 
a  fpirit  of  difiipation  ranges  through  all 
claffes  of  men,  when  corruption  is  openly 
avowed,  when  public  fpirit  and  private 
virtue  are  daily  lofing  ground  ;  to  what 
{hall  we  have  recourle  for  our  reforma- 

r 

tion  but  the  influence  of  religion  ?  But 

•  !  . 

when  the  maxims  of  Chriftianity  and  the 

church  are  at  variance ;  when  fublcrip- 
i  . 

tion  to  unintelligible  doctrines  is  the 
4  term 


■ 
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term  of  admiffion  to  our  feminaries  of 
inftrudion;  when  the  firft  ftep  to  holy 
orders  is  a  refinement  upon  the  common 
rules  of  honefty;  when  the  degree  of 
faith  and  zeal,  for  it  is  only  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  prefent  advantages  it  procures ; 

V  t 

when  the  Chriftian  religion  itfelf  is  not 
legally  tolerated,  but  under  certain  limi- 

>  *'  ‘  4  '  '  f  i  .  r 

tations  inconfiftent  with  its  genius  and 
fpirit ;  what  can  be  expeded  but  a  gene¬ 
ral1  increafe  of  fuperflition  and  infidelity? 
Is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  your  places  of 
worfliip  fhould  be  deferted,  your  minif- 
ters  difefteemed,  and  your  influence  over 

public  manners  at  an  end?  Will  it  not 

>'  * '  •  .  «  *  »  *  . 

be  imagined,  that  fuperior  fanftity  and 

;  '  ‘ 

piety  are  a  mere  pretence ,  and  that  power, 
intereft,  and  ambition,  are  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  your  extraordinary  zeal  and  un¬ 
animity  ?  When  thefe  fufpicions  are  en- 

%  ■  u  *  , 

tertained,  it  will  not  be  fufficient  that 
you  have  the  fandion  of  the  law  and  the 
protedion  of  the  magiftrate.  The  ap¬ 
pearance  of  honour  and  juftice,  and  the 

*  '  ^ 

venera-» 


veneration  of  the  public,  are  the  moft 
lading  fecurities  of  any  conditution  ; 
and  when  thefe  are  gone,  your  immuni¬ 
ties  will  neither  beheld  in  peace,  nor  en¬ 
joyed  with  comfort.  I  appeal  to  the 

fenfe  of  all  mankind,  whether  there  can 

_  /  * 

be  a  greater  miftake  than  that  of  annexing 
the  idea  of  guilt  to  religious  opinions, 
which  depend  not  upon  our  will,  but 
upon  our  judgment,  and  therefore  are, 
and  mud  be  innocent.  An  honed  and 
virtuous  difpofition  is  not  confined  to  any 
denomination  or  party;  every  faith  that 
is  accompanied  with  the  fear  of  God  and 
the  love  of  righteoufnefs  will  be  accept¬ 
ed.  Man  would  be  of  all  creatures  the 
mod:  wretched,  if,  endued  with  a  power 
of  reflection  and  confcience,  he  was  de¬ 
barred  from  following  their  dictates.  If 
we  mud  hold  our  convictions  at  the  dif- 
cretion  of  another,  we  may  judly  envy 
the  dupidity  of  the  brutes.  If  it  be  cri¬ 
minal  to  declare  what  we  believe  to  be 
true  ;  if  human  laws  could  fuperfede  the 

obliga- 


obligations  of honefty,  fociety  would  only 
be  eftablilhed  villainy.  I  would  fooner 
fee  all  the  forms  of  government  in  the 
world  perifh,  thanconfent  to  fo  deteftable 
a  maxim.  What  I  believe  to  be  truth, 
I  am  authorifed,  I  am  commanded  by  the 
God  of  Heaven  to  maintain,  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  every  human  authority.  Indeed 
I  cannot  do  otherwife,  without  allowing 
that  the  ordinances  of  the  magistrate  are 
the  foundation  of  right  and  wrong,  and 
that  all  actions  are  in  themfelves  indiffe¬ 
rent  till  their  nature  is  afcertained  by  pofi- 
tive  appointment.  Do  you  profefs,  my 
lords,  to  be  members  of  a  church  which 
adopts  fuch  principles  as  thefe;  whofe 
existence  depends  upon  the  annihilation 
of  the  rights  of  human  nature,  upon  de¬ 
nouncing  anathemas,  keeping  up  fines 

i 

and  terrors,  rewarding  duplicity  and  pre¬ 
varication,  and  punifihing  honefty  and 
virtue  ? 

We  covet  no  fuch  honour;  we  envy 
you  no  privileges  which  depend  on  fuch 

terms ; 


terms ;  we  abhor  and  difclaim  the  cruel . 
prerogative  of  perfecution  for  confcience 
fake ;  we  refign  to  you  without  regret 
all  that  this  world  can  bellow;  we  afk 

i 

only  an  indemnity  to  our  properties  and 
perfons ;  and,  in  return  for  it,  we  offer 
all  that  government  can  require  from  du¬ 
tiful  fubie&s,  and  more  than  was  thought 
neceflary  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Se¬ 
cond  ;  we  reverence  the  conflitution,  and 
are  willing  to  hazard  our  fubftance  and 
lives  in  its  defence.  Our  obedience  is  not 
the  effect  of  conflraint,  the  purchaie  of 
large  gratuities,  or  the  extorted  tribute 
of  fear  :  we  afk  no  independent  revenues, 
no  unalienable  endowments.  The  friends 
on  whofe  generofity  we  fubfift  are  as  for¬ 
ward  in  every  adt  of  bounty  to  the  efta- 
blifhed  church  as  any  of  its  own  mem¬ 
bers  ;  permit  them  to  dedicate  part  of 
their  munificence  to  the  caufe  of  truth 
and  liberty,  and  to  the  fupport  of:  thofe 
whom  they  believe  to  be  honefl  and  fin— 
We  boafl  of  being  the  beft  friends 

to 
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to  the  houle  of  Hanover,  and  it  is  oilf 
ambition  to  be  difinterefted  in  our  allem- 
ance.  We  have  not  one  ad  of  ingrati¬ 
tude  to  ftain  our  public  character,  though 
we  owe  nothing  to  the  ftate  but  the  air 
we  breathe,  and  the  fun  which  fhines  as 
impartially  upon  a  diffenter  as  a  church¬ 
man.  This  is  all  we  have  to  offer  for 
the  favour  we  follicit,  unlefs  I  may  add, 
that  we  will  be  the  fame  whether  it  is 
granted  or  no. 

But  why  fhould  we  be  fcllicitous  about 
any  temporal  fecurities  and  privileges, 
when  we  recoiled  what  has  been  the  fate 
of  our  religion  in  all  ages ;  of  what 
moment  is  our  difgrace  and  oppreffion, 
when  compared  with  the  circumftances 
of  tnofe  who  thought  it  not  too  much  to 
be  accurfed  for  Chrift’s  fake  and  the 
gofpel  ?  or  what  comparifon  will  our  dif¬ 
ficulties  bear  to  the  fufferings  of  the  firft 
profeffors  of  Chriftianity  ?  It  is  but  look¬ 
ing  a  little  forward,  and  all  penalties 
fhall  ceafe,  and  all  fines  fhall  be  paid  * 


{  9S  )  . 

\ve  (hall  be  releafed  from  every  inquifition, 
and  pay  homage  only  to  one  judge.  It  is 
an  article  in  our  faith,  though  not  one 
of  the  Thirty-nine,  that  both  you  and  we 
fhall  one  day  give  an  account  of  our 
ftewardfhip  :  and  if  there  be  any  truth  in 
the  facred  writings ;  if  there  be  any  me¬ 
rit  or  praife  in  ftudying  and  conforming 
our  faith  and  practice  to  them  ;  if  there 
be  any  fhame  in  leffening  their  authori¬ 
ty  3  you  are  the  perfons  deferving  of 
compafiion,  and  not  we :  and  when  the 
proceedings  of  human  judicature  are  re¬ 
examined,  you  may  perhaps  find  your 
own  defeat  the  greateft. 

But  it  is  not  too  late*  my  lords,  to  re¬ 
trieve  your  charafter  as  guardians  of  the 
Chriftian  faith ;  and,  as  a  proof  of  my 
ffiendlhip,  I  will  tell  you  how  it  may 
be  done.  Difavow  all  your  paft  mea¬ 
sures  ^  acknowledge  that  your  late  oppo- 
fition  fprung  from  ignorance,  impru¬ 
dence,  and  a  miftaken  zeal  for  your  con¬ 
stitution,  Give  the  diffenters  all  they 

alk 


r"  ^  jL 


(  ) 

afk  without  delay,  left  the  reproaches  of 
the  world  compel  you  to  do  it  with  a 
worfe  grace  hereafter.  Do  not  confound 
your  principles  with  thofe  of  the  ftate, 
nor  your  caufe  with  that  of  Chriftianity, 
for  fear  they  fhould  difown  your  alli¬ 
ance.  Afk  pardon  of  Heaven  for  call¬ 
ing  its  infpired  gofpel  to  be  tried  by  the 
criterion  of  your  Articles ;  and  for  deem-^ 
ing  thofe  unworthy  of  the  common  bene¬ 
fits  of  fociety,  who  are  not  excluded 
from  the  communion  of  faints  and  an¬ 
gels.  Embrace  with  cordial  affection  the 
diffenters  as  branches  of  the  fame  family, 
and  friends  of  the  fame  religion,  how¬ 
ever  differently  underftood.  Remember, 
that  if  they  are  miftaken,  it  is  their  lofs, 
not  yours.  Pity  their  fcruples,  if  you 
pleafe,  but  do  not  cenfure  and  condemn 
them.  Shew  them  fome  refpeCt  for  their 
iervices  in  defence  of  a  religion,  with 
which  you  ftill  profefs  to  hold  fome  con¬ 
nection.  When  you  have  advanced  fo 
far,  proceed  to  remove  thole  blemifhes 
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in  your  own  church,  which  fome  of  your 
brightefi  ornaments  have  excepted  to  as 
furnifhing  matter  of  triumph  to  the  in¬ 
fidel,  and  encouragement  to  enthufiafm 
and  fanaticifm.  Banifh  thofe  tefts  which 
in  your  candid  moments  you  mud  allow 
to  be  a  bar  to  none  but  confcientious 
minds.  Let  all  the  parts  of  your  liturgy 
which  relate  to  the  peculiars  of  Chrifti- 
anity  be  expreffed  in  fcripture  language, 
as  that  which  infinite  wifdom  approved, 
and  human  fkill  cannot  amend.  Pro¬ 
vide  a  better  fecurity  for  your  hierarchy 
than  oaths  and  fubfcriptions,  by  making 
it  the  intereft  of  all  good  men  to  fupport 
it.  Let  the  difcipline  of  your  church  be 
its  fecurity.  Let  your  immunities  be 
protedJed  by  law;  but  let  your  religion 
be  eftablifhed  in  truth,  and  do  not  have 
recourfe  to  thofe  artifices  and  compulfory 
methods,  which  would  defend  impof- 

ture  and  impiety  itfclf. 

When  you  have  done  all  this,  you  will 

have  no  adverfaries  but  thofe  of  reafon 

H  and 
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and  common  fenfe.  Diftradti on  will 
ceafe,  and  animolity  and  fchifm  be  known 
no  more.  i\Tone  will  feparate  from  you 
but  thofe  whofe  weaknefs  and  petulance 
are  to  be  pitied,  and  their  reparation  will 
be  the  greateft  puniihment  you  will  ever 
think  of  inflidting. 

Every  liberal  heart  will  be  united, 
every  upright  hand  will  be  lifted  up  in 
your  defence;  your  dominion  being 
founded  in  truth,  and  not  in  tyranny, 
will  be  obeyed  out  of  efteem  and  convic¬ 
tion,  and  not  out  of  fear. 

Thus,  my  lords,  I  have  exprefled  my 

« 

fentiments  without  fear  or  referve ;  and, 

I  flatter  myfelf,  I  have  weakened  the 
force  of  feme  objedions  againft  the  dif- 
fenters’  bill.  If  they  prove  inftrumental 
in  procuring  it  a  more  favourable  recep¬ 
tion  hereafter,  I  fhall  be  thankful :  I  hope 
at  leaft  they  will  tend  to  fet  the  opinions 
of  men  who  are  juflly  aggrieved,  in  fuch 
a  light  as  fliall  make  the  attempt  to  per- 
fecute  them  more  fhameful  and  odious. 

If 


If  you  want  to  fee  this  fubjedt  more  fully 
difcufled,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to 
your  lord flriips'  perufal,  the  pamphlets  of 
Dodlors  Kippis  and  Furneaux,  and  Mr» 
Mauduit,  which  are  fo  excellent  and  con¬ 
vincing,  that  if  we  were  indebted  to  our 
late  application  only  for  thefe  produc* 

tions,  we  (hould  have  had  no  reafon  to 

\ 

repent  having  made  it.  I  am  not  con- 
fcious  of  (hewing  any  want  of  deference 
to  your  lordfhips’  charadler  and  rank ;  but 
if  you  think  otherwife,  I  hope  you  will 
impute  it  to  my  fuperior  regard  to  truth 
and  Chriftian  liberty. 

I  have  not  written  this  in  concert  with, 
or  under  the  diredtiou  of  any  fet  of  minif- 
ters,  and  they  are  not  chargeable  with 
any  blame  incurred  by  the  manner  or 
matter  of  this  addrefs.  I  cannot  tell 
what  methods  of  redrefs  are  in  agitation, 
nor  what  fuccefs  they  will  meet  with 
from  the  legiflature,  but  I  hope  they 
will  never  defift  profecuting  their  juft 

H  2  right, 
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right,  till  the  (late  either  proclaims  them 
free, or feals  theirlips  in  everlaftingfilence; 
one  of  thefe  two  alternatives  mu  ft  pre¬ 
vail,  and  till  then,  my  lords,  be  affured 
this  generation  fhall  not  pals  away  with¬ 
out  being  witnefs  of  their  unwearied  en¬ 
deavours  to  vindicate  the  liberty  where¬ 
with  nature  and  Chriftianity  have  made 
them  free :  they  will  temperately,  but 
fteadily  purfue  every  meafure  which  the 
Englifh  conftitution  permits  to  all  its  fub- 
jedts  for  the  recovery  of  their  privileges ; 
they  will  ft  ill  continue  to  defend  fuch  prin¬ 
ciples  as  they  believe  to  be  agreeable  to 
truth,  fcripture,  and  reafon,  without  afking 
whether  they  are  tolerated  by  foreign 
churchesoreftablifhed  by  yourown,for  we 
hold  thefe  propofitions  indifpenfably  fa- 
cred, — that  magiftracy  has  no  right  to  take 
cognizance  of  fentiments  and  opinions,  till 
they  have  produced  criminal  overt  acts, 
evidently  injurious  to  fociety  : — that  a 
power  of  judging  what  dodtrines  are  to¬ 
lerable. 
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V 

lerable,  belongs  to  no  human  creature; 
and,  if  granted,  would  juftify  all  the  per- 
fecutions  in  the  world: — that  no  church 
has  a  right,  either  from  the  ftate,  or  the 
fcriptures,  to  prefcribe  articles  of  faith 
to  another: — that  infpiration  only,  and 
divine  authority  are  entitled  to  implicit 
fubmiffion: — that  the  tenets  of  all  fedta- 
ries  in  this  country  may  be  fafely  indulg¬ 
ed  in  their  utmotl  extent,  without  the 
leaft  prejudice  to  the  community  : — that 
the  fcriptures  contain  every  thing  necef- 
fary  to  falvation,  and  that  a  belief  of 
them,  and  obligation  to  preach  according 
to  their  ftandard,  is  a  better  fecurity  for 
true  religion,  and  every  good  end  that 
can  be  anfwered  by  public  preaching, 
than  the  articles  of  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  or  any  other  yet  made  the  ted:  of 
church  communion  : — that  an  uniformi¬ 
ty  of  faith  is  impoflible  ; — -and,  if  poffi- 
ble,  unneceffary: — that  the  ufurpation  of 
a  power  over  confcience  is  the  grand  cha- 
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raderiftic  of  the  church  of  Rome,  and 
that  the  retention  of  it  is  a  retention  of 
the  word  part  of  popery.* — Thefe  are 
our  fentiments, — and  if  you  grant  us  thefe, 
we  are  bound  to  you  in  interert.  and  af- 
fedion,  and  we  fhail  chearfully  co-ope¬ 
rate  with  you  in  every  laudable  defign 
to  promote  the  happinefs  of  our  country, 
and  the  honour  of  our  religion. 

And  now,  my  lords,  to  conclude  this 
letter,  if  you  ufe  your  vidory  like  gene¬ 
rous  conquerors,  and  inftead  of  purfuing 
your  advantage,  do  all  in  your  power  to 
foften  and  mitigate  it  3 — if  you  pity  the 
difficulties  we  labour  under,  inflead  of 
triumphing  over  us,  and  fhew  a  dii- 
pofition  to  relieve  us  effedually  at  a  more 
favourable  opportunity  — if  you  have  only 
denied  our  requeft  for  the  fake  of  having 
the  fubjed  of  our  claim  more  fully  dif- 
cuffed,  or  afcertaining  the  fentiments  of 
the  whole  body  of  diffenters,  or  with  a 
view  to  a  more  perfed  and  comprehen¬ 
sive  fcheme  of  your  own  if  you  think 

i  your- 


yourlelves  in  titled  to  the  honour  of  grant¬ 
ing  a  more  extenfive  indulgence,  as  hav¬ 
ing  fir d  palled  the  bill  for  toleration; — if 
you  regard  our  reparation  as  a  matter  of 
confidence,  and  not  a  principle  of  reli¬ 
gious  fa&ion,  and  are  defirous  to  indulge 
us  as  far  as  you  can,  confident  with  the 
prefervation  of  your  own  church; — if 
you  treat  us  as  friends  and  brethren,  as 
fellow  protedants  and  fellow  Chridians, 
engaged  with  you  under  the  fame  banner 
againd  the  common  enemies  of  morality 
and  religion  ; — if  you  do  us  the  judice  to 
believe,  that  we  are  animated  by  no  mo¬ 
tives  but  the  love  of  truth,  a  regard  to 
the  honour  of  our  religion,  and  a  candid 
zeal  for  our  natural  and  Chridian  rights; 

_ if  you  think  any  encouragement  due  to 

us  for  fo  long  and  patient  a  reiignation, 
to  unmerited  hardlhip  for  our  loyalty, 
obedience,  and  affedtion  to  government;  . 
« — if  you  acquit  us  of  all  fufpicions  of 
invading  your  privileges,  and  repole  an 

honourable  confidence  in  us,  that  we  will 

never 
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never  bring  toleration  into  difcredit  by 
our  abufe  of  it ; — if  you  ceafe  to  afperfe 
us  as  reftlefs  fanatics,  or  as  enemies  to 
revelation,  or  as  defigning  men,  who 
feek  for  a  greater  latitude  from  diihoneft 
views; — if  you  difavow  that  unchriftian 
principle  of  impofing  creeds  and  articles, 
and  have  recourfe  to  methods  for  fecur- 
ing  your  eftablifhment  more  lenient,  more 
reafonable,  more  agreeable  to  Chriftian 
liberty; — you  will  then  be  worthy  of  the 
title  of  a  Chriftian  church,— your  power 
will  excite  no  malice, — your  immunities 
no  envy, — your  difintereftednefs,  gene- 
rofity,  and  candour  will  give  you  an  efta- 
blfthment  infinitely  greater  and  better 
than  you  can  derive  from  the  fecular  arm ; 
in  a  word,  you  will  fet  an  example  of 
lenity  and  liberty  worthy  of  the  imitation 
of  all  Chriftendom. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  elated  by  your 
fuccefs,  and  prefuming  upon  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  whole  kingdom,  you  al'pire  to 
more-vigorous  meafures,  and  think  we  are 

to 


to  be  fubdued  by  wholefome  feverities ; 
if  you  think  this  a  proper  period  for  the 
revival  of  ecclefiaftical  dominion  ;  if,  in- 
Head  of  having  recourfe  to  learning,  ex¬ 
emplary  piety,  and  the  faithful  difcharge 
of  your  duty,  as  your  belt  fecurity,  you 
truft  folely  to  your  intereft  in  parliament, 
and  your  firm  conne&ion  with  the  ftate ;  if 
too  wife  to  enforce  perfecution,  you  are 
not  wife  enough  to  decline  all  menaces;  if 
you  are  refolved  to  maintain  the  power 
of  tormenting  without  necefiity  and  with¬ 
out  reafon,  and  to  keep  alive  cruel  laws, 
in  hopes  this  kingdom  will  one  day  be 
ignorant  and  fup^iftitious  enough  to  fub- 
mit  to  them  ;  if,  not  content  with  your 
revenues,  honours,  and  independency, 
you  are  for  fetting  up  an  abfolute  fove- 
reignty  over  conicience,  granting  and  re¬ 
luming  opinions  at  your  own  arbitrary 
pleafure,  deciding,  condemning,  and  pu- 
nifhing,  without  appeal  and  without  re- 
drefs,  declaiming  all  argument  but  force, 
and  ruling  by  the  compendious  method 
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of  fines  and  penalties  ;  if,  without  enter¬ 
ing  into  the  merits  of  our  caufe,  you 
think  it  fufficient  to  brand  us  with  odious 
names,  which  can  only  ferve  to  expofe 
us  to  the  infult  of  ignorant  and  furious 
men  ;  if  you  conjure  up  the  danger  of  the 
church,  and  the  confufion  of  the  la  ft  cen¬ 
tury,  in  order  to  excite  commiferation  for 
yourfelves,  and  refentment  againft  us  ;  if 
you  foment  party  divifions,  by  reprefent- 
ing  us  as  a  fanatical  people,  who  are  never 
to  be  fatisfied,  though  we  have  no  fee u- 
rity  for  our  perfons  and  poffeffions  for  a 
moment,  and  as  breathing  vengeance 
againft  your  hierarchy,  tho’  we  are  ready  to 
give  you  every  aflurance  you  can  afk  on 
this  head;  if  you  have  recourfe  to  the  moft 
glaring  inconfiftencies  to  injure  our  reputa¬ 
tion,  fometimes  treating  us  as  enthufiafts 
and  methodifts,  whopretend  to infpiration, 
and  fometimes  as  profane  fceptics,  who, 
under  pretence  of  exalting  human  reafon, 
diferedit  revelation,  and  want  to  throw 
open  the  door  to  all  kind  of  licentioufnefs ? 

io  me- 
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fometimes  as  rivals,  whogrudgeyouremo- 
luments,  and  are  impatient  to  divide  your 
patrimony  ;  fometimes  as  a  peeviffi  cap¬ 
tious  people,  whom  no  condefcenfion  can 
mollify,  and  who  reject  all  your  overtures 
to  reconcilation  ;  in  ffiort,if  either  policy, 
fear,  or  bigotry  make  you  enemies  to  all 
amendment  and  toleration  ;  if  you  are  de¬ 
termined  to  rivet  your  own  chains  and 
ours,  and  to  continue  every  thing  in  the 
fame  ftate  in  which  it  has  fo  long  defied 
all  the  attempts  of  learning  and  know¬ 
ledge  ;  you  will  be  univerfally  regarded 
as  having  an  interefi:  feparate  from  truth 
and  reafon,  hurtful  to  your  country,  and 
inconfiftent  with  the  interefts  of  man¬ 
kind  ;  a  body  of  learned  men,  yet  ene¬ 
mies  to  all  knowledge ;  a  fociety  of  Chrif- 
tians,  yet  averfe  to  the  only  principles 
upon  which  Chriftianity  can  flourifii  ;  a 
community  profefling  independency  of 
the  world,  yet  mercenary,  avaricious,  and 
felfiih  ;  your  preaching  will  lofe  its  dig- 
nity,  your  prayers  their  efficacy,  your 

pre- 
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pretenfions  to  iandity  will  deceive  no 
longer,  your  votaries  will  only  be  thofe  of 
fuperftition  and  ignorance,  while  the  phi- 
lolopher  and  the  Chriftian  will  deipife  all 

your  artifices.  The  ftate  will  meafure 

/ 

your  merit  by  your  proftitution,  and  pa¬ 
tronize  you  no  longer  than  you  difgrace 
your  profelfion.  In  fhort,  you  will  de¬ 
generate  into  a  fpiritual  fadion,  endowed 
with  a  power  mifehievous  to  others,  and 
in  the  end  ruinous  to  yourfelves  :  you 
may  be  dreaded,  yoij  may  be  envied,  you 
may  receive  the  homage  of  credulity  and 
ignorance,  but  you  will  never  be  efteemed 
nor  loved.  When  this  is  the  cafe,  your 
members  will  only  confift  of  perfons  of 
the  meanefi:  fpirit  and  word:  principle.  In 
a  word,  you  will  multiply  your  real  ene¬ 
mies,  while  you  gain  no  real  friends  ;  you 
will  make  all  fenfibleand  difeerning  men 
as  much  diflenters  from  you,  as  you  are 
from  liberty,  found  policy,  rational  reli¬ 
gion,  and  true  Chriflianity, 
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APPENDIX, 


An  ExtraSf  from  the  writings  of  Bifop  Hoadley  on  thi 

fubjeff  of  religious  Liberty , - wherein  the  principles 

contended  for  in  the  foregoing  Letter  are  fully  ejla - 
blijhed . 

IF  the  leaving  every  man  freely,  and  without 
reflraint,  to  make  the  heft  of  his  Bible,  be 
fuch  an  unfpeakable  unhappinefs,  becaufe  of  the 
wild  conceits  coming  from  ignorance,  &c.  for 
God’s  fake  why  was  the  world  diflurbed  with  a  re¬ 
formation  at  all,  which  would  indeed  have  been 
only  the  dream  or  image  of  a  reformation,  without 
claiming  this  univerfal  right  of  Chriftians,  to  all 
Chriftians  equally  ?  If  this  be  fuch  a  terrible  con- 
fequence  as  to  juftify  human  reftraints,  why  was- 
the  popifh  reflraint  diflurbed  which  would  have 
prevented  this  mifchief  more  effectually,  if  re- 
flraints  could  do  it  ?  Shall  we  flill  go  on  to  mock 
mankind,  and  tell  them  that  a  popifh  reflraint  is 
indeed  bad,  but  that  a  proteftant  reflraint  is  very 
good  and  ufeful  ;  that  the  Chriflian  people  have  a 
right  againfl  any  reflraint  but  what  we  ourfelves 
lay  upon  them  *  that  the  papifts  cannot  judge  who 
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ot  the  laity  are  capable  of  the  ufe  of  the  fcriptures*. 
and  who  not,  but  that  we  can  ;  and  the  like  ?  It  is> 
time  methinks  to  leave  off  iuch  partiality  to  our- 
felves  in  the  cafe  of  religion,  and  fuch  infults  up¬ 
on  our  brethren,  left  the  mcaneft  and  molt  io-no- 

o 

rant  of  them,  by  degrees,  fhould  come  to  fee  that 
we  fpeak  as  if  popifh  reftraints  had  been  removed, 
lor  our  own  fakes  only  and  not  for  theirs..  At  the 
time  of  the  reformation,  the  Chriftian  world  was 
funk  univerfally,  clergy  as  well  as  laity,,  into  a 
confummate  ffupidity  and  ignorance,  not  only  as 
to  what  is  called  literature,  but  as  to  what  is  truo 
Chriftianity.  I  beg  it  may  be  confidered,  firft  by 
what  methods  this  miferable  ffate  of  things  was 
brought  to  fuch  a  pitch  ;  and  then,  by  what  me¬ 
thods  it  was  in  fo  great  meafure  cured  by  the  refor¬ 
mation  ?  The  anfwer  is  in  one  word  this,  that  the 
caufe  which  was  feen  naturally  to  effect  thofe  evils 
was  folely  the  taking  away  this  right  of  judging 
from  Chriflians,  this  fupremacy  which  Chrift  veil¬ 
ed  in  every  Chriftian  in  his  own  behalf;  and  lodg¬ 
ing  this  fupremacy  in  one  man,  or  in  a  council  of 
men  over  others :  this  made  all  enquiries  ufelefs 
and  dangerous.  T  errors  and  reftraints  were  added, 
and  neither  clergy  nor  laity  were  allowed  to  make 
the  heft  of  their  Bible.  From  hence  came  in  ne- 
ceffari ly  a  neglect  of  a  matter  fo  hazardous  and 
ruinous  as  ftudy  and  confideration  ;  and  from 
hence,  by  degrees,  an  innundation  of  ftupidity  and 
ignorance. 
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But  when  the  evil  of  this  came  to  be  not  only 
feen  but  felt  to  an  intolerable  degree,  how  was  it 
cured  ?  Not  by  preaching  up  the  right  of  fome  to 
judge  for  others  in  religion  ;  not  by  pronouncing 
the  neceflity  of  reftraints  in  the  cafe  of  the  ufe  of 
the  fcriptures  ;  not  by  deftroying  the  fupremacy 
vefted  in  every  Chriftian  in  his  own  behalf,  but  by 
calling  upon  all  equally  to  fearch  the  fcriptures,  by 
teaching  that  their  own  perfuafions  would  j  uflify 
their  choice  of  church-communion,  which  they 
had  a  right  to  determine  for  themfelves;  that  Chriit 
had  called  them  to  this  true  Chriftian  liberty,  and 
had  veiled  in  every  one  of  his  followers  this  fupre¬ 
macy,  which  refulted  from  their  right  to  follow 
their  own  confciences  in  religion,  and  which  it  was 
their  duty  to  exercife.  It  was  this,  and  this  alone, 
which  let  the  beams  of  divine  light  into  that  in¬ 
fernal  prifon  of  darknefs,  ftupidity,  and  ignorance, 
which  had  enfeebled  the  eye-fight,  and  enflaved  the 
hearts  of  mankind  fo  long.  It  was  this  which 
revived  Chriftianity  as  it  were  from  the  dead,  by 
fending  all  to  the  fountain  and  original  ;  and  it 
was  this  alone  which  planted  and  increaled  true 
knowledge  and  freedom,  inftead  of  the  blackneis 
of  darknefs  and  the  chains  of  flavery.  It  any  me¬ 
thods  have  fincc  been  made  ufe  oj  contrary  to  thefe 
maxims ,  and  inconfiftcnt  with  tnete  foundations, 
any  reftraints  laid  upon  this  Chriftian  liberty*  any 
dilcouragements  to  the  freedom  of  enquiry  and 
judgment  of  Chriftians,  I  am  lorry  tor  it.  1  heie 
is  juft  fo  much  given  back  to  the  cauie  of  ignorance 
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and  all  its  confequences,  which  muft  of  neceflitry 
gain  life,  and  recover  ftrength  juft  in  proportion  to 
the  difcouraging  univerfal  enquiry,  and  the  pri¬ 
vate  judgment  of  Chriftians  in  order  to  determine 
their  own  condudft  in  religion., 

There  is  no  medium  in  this  cafe  :  either  this 
fupremacy  muft  be  lodged  in  every  private  Chrif¬ 
tian  in  his  own  behalf,  or  it  muft  be  lodged  in  fome 
Chriftians  over  others  in  behalf  of  others  ;  either 
Chriftian  liberty  muft  be  entrufted  with  Chriftians 
for  themfelves,  fo  that  they  themfelves  muft  bear 
their  own  burthen,  and  anfwer  to  God  for  the  ufe 
of  what  he  has  granted  them,  or  elfe  the  Chriftian 
liberty  of  Chriftians  muft  be  lodged  in  the  hands 
of  fuperiors,  to  difpenfe,  curtail,  abridge,  or  en¬ 
large,  juft  as  their  meafure  of  light  and  judgment,, 
and  too  often  as  their  intereft  or  inclination,  hu¬ 
mour  or  paflion,  form  their  refolutions. — Either 
Chriftians  have  this  right,  every  man  in  himfelf, 
by  the  principles  of  reafon  and  the  nature  of  true 
religion,  and  of  the  gofpel  in  particular  ;  or,  they 
have  it  not.  If  they  have  it,  it  differs  in  this 
from  their  civil  rights,  that  they  themfelves  cannot 
rightfully  give  up  the  exercife  of  it.  In  civil  affairs 
they  can  give  up  the  exercife  of  their  rights  by 
chufing,  appointing,  or  confenting  to,  an  arbitra¬ 
tor,  judge,  or  governor,  finally  to  determine  their 
civil  controverfies  between  man  and  man  ;  but  in 
the  cafe  of  religion,  fuppofing  them  once  vefted 
with  the  ripht  before- mentioned,  it  is  not  in  their 
power  to  give  it  up,  becaufe  rcfulting  from  the 
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mature  of  true  religion,  which  requires  choice  and 
will  in  every  particular  man’s  own  conduct  ;  no 
one  can  give  it  up  without  deftroying  the  founda- 
tion  of  all  that  can  be  called  religion  in  men.  But 
if  every  private  Chriftian  has  not  this  right  in 
him,  by  what  methods  came  fuperiors  to  have  it  ? 
They  could  not  come  to.be  pofieffed  of  it  by  con- 
ceflion  from  their  inferiors,  becaufe  inferiors  are 
here  fuppofed  never  to  have  had  any  fuch  right  to 
give  up  into  the  hands  of  others  ;  and  as  for  any 
exprefs  declaration  of  the  will  of  God  in  this  cafe, 
the  hardieft  proteftant  has  never  yet  declared  uni¬ 
formly  and  in  exprefs  words,  for  a  divine  right  (a 
right  indeed  requiring  the  knowledge,  and  infallibi¬ 
lity,  and  authority  of  God  himfelf)  lodged  in  any 
fuperiors  to  judge  in  religion  for  themfelves  and 
others  too,  fo  as  to  preclude  others  from  being 
finally  determined,  to  conduct  themfelves  accord~ 
ing  to  their  own  inward  perfuafion. 

Whoever  declares  this  whether  he  knows  it  or 
no,  declares  himfelf  no  proteftant  ;  I  do  not  fav  a 
papift,  becaufe  there  may  be  feveral  (ueb  as  thefe, 
who  intend  nothing  lefs  than  popery  or  foreign 
ufurpation,  which  would  unhappily  put  out  their 
eyes,  as  they  put  out  the  eyes  of  others  ;  and  exer- 
cife  that  fupremacy  of  judging  for  them  which  they 
think  intolerable,  even  whilft  they  delire  them- 
felves  to  exercife  it  over  others. 

And  farther,  whoever  thinks  to  halve  this  right 
with  their  inferiors,  to  take  it  away  in  part,  and 

leave  it  in  part,  do  but  deceive  themfelves  with 

|  ^  vain 


vain  words.  It  is  in  the  nature  and  reafon  of  the 
thing,  an  indivifible  point  which  no  human  art 
can  poflibly  make  otherwife,  and  experience  has 
fhewn,  and  will  ever  fhew,  that  it  mull  either  bo 
left  whole,  or  in  due  time  taken  away  whole;  there 
is  no  middle  way  between  thefe. — I  am  forry  that 
I  have  had  occafion  to  fay  fo  much  ;  but  I  nncere- 
ly  think  it  my  duty  to  take  every  occafion  to  re¬ 
mind  Chriflians  of  what  alone  makes  them  truly 
Chriflians,  to  engage  them  to  love  and  value  their 
own  real  privileges,  and  not  to  be  jefted  or  fright¬ 
ed  out  of  that  fupremacy  which  God  has  veiled  in 
every  man  in  his  own  behalf,  and  which  is  fo  far 
from  leading  to  the  deflrudtion  of  Chriftianity  or 
to  the  eftablifhment  of  a  confummate  flupidity  and 
ignorance,  that  I  will  prefume  to  fay,  trueChrifii- 
anity  cannot  be  even  fuppofed  without  it ;  and  I 
am  fure  experience  fays,  that  neither  literature  nor 
religious  knowledge  ever  fiourifhed  or  remained 
even  in  their  fhaaows  after  this  was  once  difcarded. 
The  nation  never  was  I  hope  fo  weak  and  10  re- 
gardlefs  of  the  gofpel,  as  to  receive  the  ecclefafli- 
cal  conffitution  cf  this  realm  as  the  religion  deli¬ 
vered  by  Chrift  ■ — All  true  confident  proteftants 
receive  the  New  Teftament  only  as  containing  his 
religion.  This  is  the  religion  of  Chriflians  confi- 
dered  as  fuch,  and  this  alone  is  their  refuge,  and 
the  avowed  ftandard  of  $11  their  notions  amidft  their 
feveral  and  contradi&ory  fyflems. — Another  thing 
to  be  confdered  by  all  Chriflians  is,  that  the  reli¬ 
gion  delivered  by  Chrift  can  be  juftly  fupported  on- 
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thing  very  different  from  all  conffitutions  of  realms  • 
fomething  which  all  Chriffians  in  common  ought 
to  appeal  to,  and  to  be  determined  by,  amidff  all 
their  feveral  fchemes  and  fyffems  ;  fomething  of 
quite  another  nature  than  what  can  be  fupported  by 
their  feveral  acts,  and  ffatutes,  and  laws  framed  in 
the  different  countries  of  this  world,  according  to 
their  feveral  notions  in  favour  of  contradidfory  con- 
ifitutions ;  and  fomething  which  is  beffc  and  mod 
•effedfually  preferved  according  to  the  will  of 
Chriff,  by  methods  agreeable  to  the  fpirit  of  the 
gofpel.  See  Hoadley’s  Rights  of  Subjedfs,  paf- 
fim. 

'  ■  » 
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A  Letter  on  the  maintainance  of  the  clergy ,  and  the  pro — 
jeEl  of  appointing  bi/hops  in  America ,  by  a  gentle¬ 
man  highly  refpefted  in  the  literary  world ,  republijh - 
ed  from,  a  public  paper  of  the  %d  June ,  1772. 

S  I  R, 

IUnderftand  from  the  public  papers,  that  in  the 
debates  on  the  bill  for  relieving  the  Diflenters 
in  the  point  of  fubfeription  to  the  Church  Articles, 
fundry  reflections  were  thrown  out  againft  the  peo¬ 
ple,  importing,  ci  that  they  themfclves  are  of  a 
perfecuting  intolerant  fpirit,  for  that  when  they 
had  the  fuperiority,  they  perfecuted  the  church, 
and  (till  perfecute  it  in  America,  where  they  com¬ 
pel  its  members  to  pay  taxes  for  maintaining  the 
Prefbyterian  or  Independent  worfhip,  and  at  the 
fame  time  refufe  them  a  toleration  in  the  full  exer- 
cife  of  their  religion,  by  the  adminiftrations  of  a 
bifhop. 

If  we  look  back  into  hiftory  for  the  chara&er  of 

the  prefent  feCls  in  Chriftianity,  we  fhall  find  few 

that  have  not,  in  their  turns,  been  perfecutors  and 

complainers  of  perfecution.  The  primitive  Chiil- 

tians  thought  perfecution  extremely  wrong  in  tne 

Pagans,  but  praCtifed  it  on  one  another.  I  he  hi  ft 

Proteftants  of  the  Church  of  England  blamed  per- 
* 

fecution  in  the  Roinifh  church,  but  practiled  it 

againft  the  Puritans  :  thefe  found  it  wrong  in  the 

bifhops. 
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bifhops,  but  fell  into  the  fame  pra&ice  both  here 
and  in  New  England.  To  account  for  this,  we 
ihould  remember,  that  the  doctrine  of  toleration 
was  not  then  known,  or  had  not  prevailed  in  the 
world.  Perfection  was  therefore  not  fo  much  the 
iault  of  the  fe£f  as  of  the  times.  It  was  not  i* 
thofe  days  deemed  wrong  in  it/elf.  The  genera! 
opinion  was  only,  that  thofe  who  are  in  error 
ought  not  toperfecute  the  truth  :  but  the  pojfejfors 
of  truth  were  in  the  right  to  pcrfecute  error9  in 
order  to  deftroy  it.  Thus  every  fetf  believing  it- 
felf  pofTefled  of  all  truths  anti  that  every  tenet  dif¬ 
fering  from  theirs  was  error ,  conceived  that  when 
the  power  was  in  their  hands,  perfection  was  a 
duty  required  of  them  by  that  God  whom  they 
fuppofed  to  be  offended  with  herefy. — By  degrees 
more  moderate  and  more  modejl  fentiments  have 
taken  place  in  the  Chriffian  world  ;  and  among 
Proteilants  particularly,  all  difclaim  perfection, 
none  vindicate  it,  and  few  pra&ife  it.  We 
ihould  then  ceafe  to  reproach  each  other  with 
what  was  done  by  our  anceffors,  but  judge  of  the 

piefent  charadfer  of  feels  or  churches  by  their  pre - 
fent  condud?  only. 

Now  to  determine  on  the  juifice  of  this  charge 
again#  the  prefent  difTenters,  particularly  thofe  in 
America,  let  us  confider  the  following  fadls. 
They  went  from  England  to  eifablilh  a  new  coun¬ 
try  for  themfelves,  at  their  own  expetiee9  where 
they  might  enjoy  the  free  exercife  of  religion  in 
their  own  way.  When  they  had  purebafed  the 

territory 
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territory  of  the  natives,  they  granted  the  lands  out 
in  townfhips,  requiring  for  it  neither  purchafe- 
money  nor  quit- rent,  but  this  condition  only  to 
be  complied  with,  that  the  freeholders  fhould  fup- 
port  a  gofpel  minifter  (meaning  probably  one  of 
the  then  governing  feCts)  and  a  fiee-fchool  within 
the  townfhip.  Thus,  what  is  commonly  called 
Prefbyterianifm  became  the  ejlablifljed  religion  of 
that  country.  All  went  on  well  in  this  w  a} , 
while  the  fame  religious  opinions  were  general,  the 
fupport  of  minifter  and  fchool  being  railed  by  a 
proportionate  tax  on  the  lands.  But,  in  piocels 
of  time,  fome  becoming  Quakers,  fome  Baptifts, 
and  of  late  years,  fome  returning  to  the  Church 
of  England  (through  the  laudable  endeavours  and 
a  proper  application  of  their  funds  by  the  fociety 
for  propagating  the  gofpel),  objections  were  made 
to  the  payment  of  a  tax  appropriated  to  the  fupport 
of  a  church  they  difapproved  and  had  forfaken. 
The  civil  magiftrates,  however,  continued  for  a 
time  to  collect  and  apply  the  tax  according  to  the 
original  Jaws  which  remained  in  lorce  ;  and  ..hey 
did  it  the  more  freely,  as  thinking  it  juft  and  equit¬ 
able  that  the  holders  of  lands  fhould  pay  what  was 
contracted  to  be  paid  when  they  were  granted,  as 
the  only  confideration  for  the  grant,  and  what  had 
been  confidered  by  all  fubfequent  puiH  T,s 
perpetual  incumbrance  on  the  eftate,  bought  tnere 
fore  at  a  proportionately  cheaper  ;  a  paym-nt 
Vvhich,  it  was  thought,  no  honeft  nian  ought  to 

Moid,  under  pretence  of  his  haying  changed  his 

religious 
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religious  perfuafion.  And  this,  I  fuppofe,  is  one 
of  the  beft  grounds  of  demanding  tythes  of  diffemers 
now  in  England.  But  the  pradhee  being  clamour¬ 
ed  again  ft  by  the  epifcopalians  as  perfecution,  the 
legiflature  of  the  province  of  Maflachufets  Bay, 
near  thirty  years  fince,  pafled  an  adl  for  their  re¬ 
lief,  requiring,  indeed,  the  tax  to  be  paid  as  ufual, 
but  directing  that  the  feveral  fums  levied  from 
members  of  the  Church  of  England,  fhouid  be  paid 
over  to  the  minifter  of  that  church  with  whom 
fuch  members  ufually  attended  divine  worfhip, 
which  minifter  had  power  given  him  to  receive, 
and,  on  occafion,  to  recover  the  fame  bylaw . 

It  feems  that  legiflature  confidered  the  end  of  the 
tax  was,  to  fecure  and  improve  the  morals  of  the 
people,  and  promote  their  happinefs  by  fupporting 
among  them  the  public  worfhip  of  God  and  the 
preaching  of  the  gofpej  ;  that  where  particular 
people  fancied  a  particular  mode,  that  mode  might 
probably  therefore,  be  of  moft  ufe  to  thofe  people  ; 
and  that  if  the  good  was  done,  it  was  not  fo  mate¬ 
rial  in  what  mode  or  by  whom  it  was  done.  7'he 
confideration  that  their  brethren,  the  diftenters  in 
England,  were  ftill  compelled  to  pay  tythes  to  the 
clergy  of  the  church,  had  not  weight  enough  with 
the  legiflature  to  prevent  this  moderate  adt,  which 
ftill  continues  in  full  force,  and  I  hope  no  uncha¬ 
ritable  condudl  of  the  church  toward  the  diflenters 
will  ever  provoke  them  to  repeal  it. 

With  regard  to  a  biftiop,  I  know  not  upon 
what  ground  the  diflenters,  either  here  or  in  Ame¬ 
lia, 


I 


(  121  ) 

rica,  are  charged  with  refufing  the  benefit  of  fuch 
an  officer  to  the  church  in  that  country.  Here 
they  feem  to  have  naturally  no  concern  in  the  af¬ 
fair.  There  they  have  no  power  to  prevent  it,  if 
government  fhould  think  fit  to  fend  one.  They 
would  probably  dijlike ,  indeed,  to  fee  an  order  of 
men  eftablifhed  among  them,  from  whofe  perfec¬ 
tions  their  fathers  fled  into  that  wildernefs,  and 
whofe  future  domination  they  might  poffibly  fear, 
not  knowing  that  their  natures  are  changed.  But  the 
non-appointment  of  bifhops  for  America  feems  to 
arife  from  another  quarter.  The  fame  wifdom  of 
government,  probably,  that  prevents  the  fitting 
of  convocations,  and  forbids,  by  noli  profequi’s ,  the 
perfection  of  DifTenters  for  non-fubfcription, 
avoids  eftablifhing  bifhops  where  the  minds  of 

people  are  not  yet  prepared  to  receive  them  * 

cordially,  left  the  public  peace  fhould  be  endan- 

And  now  let  us  fee  how  this  perfection- account 
ftands  between  the  parties. 

In  New  England,  where  the  legiflative  bodies 
are  almoft  to  a  man  diflenters  from  the  Church  of 
England  : 

1.  There  is  no  teft  to  prevent  churchmen  hold¬ 
ing  offices. 

2.  T  he  Tons  of  churchmen  have  the  tull  benefit 
of  the  univerfities. 

3.  The  taxes  for  fupport  of  public  worfhip, 
when  paid  by  churchinen>  are  given  to  the  epilco- 
pal  mini  Her. 

hi 
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In  Old  England  : 

1.  Diflenters  are  excluded  from  all  offices  of  profile 
and  honour. 

2.  The  benefits  of  education  in  the  univerfities 
are  appropriated  to  the  fons  of  churchmen. 

3.  The  clergy  of  the  diflenters  receive  none 
of  the  tythes  paid  by  their  people,  who  mud:  be  at 
the  additional  charge  of  maintaining  their  own  fe- 
parate  worfliip.-— » 

But  it  is  laid,  that  the  diflenters  of  America 
oppofe  the  introduction  of  a  bifhop. 

In  fact,  it  is  not  alone  the  diflenters  there  that 
give  the  oppofition  (if  not  encouraging  mud  be 
termed  oppofmg)  but  the  laity  in  general  diflike  the 
project,  and  fomc  even  of  the  clergy.  The  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Virginia  are  almoft  all  epifcopalians. 
The  church  is  fully  eftabliflied  there,  and  the 
council  and  general  aflembly  are,  perhaps  to  a  man, 
its  members,  yet,  when  lately  at  a  meeting  of  the 
clergy,  a  refolution  was  taken  to  apply  for  a  bi¬ 
fhop,  againfl  which  feveral,  however,  protefted  ^ 
the  aflembly  of  the  province,  at  the  next  meeting, 
exprefled  their  disapprobation  of  the  thing  in  the 
ftrongefl:  manner,  by  unanimoufly  ordering  the 
thanks  of  the  houfe  to  the  proteflers  ;  for  many  of 
the  American  laity  of  the  church  think  it  forne  ad¬ 
vantage  whether  their  own  young  men  come  to  Eng¬ 
land  for  ordination,  and  improve  themfelves  at  the 
fame  time  by  converfation  with  the  learned  here,  or 
the  congregations  are  fupplied  by  Engliihmen  who 
have  had  the  benefit  of  education  in  Englifli  uni- 

verfities. 
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verfities,  and  are  ordained  before  they  come  abroad. 
They  do  not,  therefore,  fee  the  neceffity  of  a 
bifliop  merely  for  ordination,  and  confirmation  is 
among  them  deemed  a  ceremony  of  no  very  great 
importance,  fince  few  feek  it  in  England,  where 
bifhops  are  in  plenty.  Thefe  fentiments  prevail 
with  many  churchmen  there,  not  to  promote  a  de¬ 
sign  which  they  think  muft  fooner  or  later  faddle 
them  with  great  expences  to  fupport  it.  As  to 
the  difienters  their  minds  might  probably  be  more 
conciliated  to  the  meafure  if  the  bifhops  here  fhould, 
in  their  wildom  and  goodnefs,  think  fit  to  fet  their 
facred  character  in  a  more  friendly  light,  by  drop¬ 
ping  their  oppofition  to  the  difienters’  application  for 
relier  in  fubfcription,  and  declaring  their  willing- 
nefs  that  difienters  fhould  be  capable  of  offices, 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  education  in  the  univerfities, 
and  the  privilege  of  appropriating  their  tythes  to 
the  fupport  of  their  own  clergy.  In  all  thefe 
points  of  toleration*,  they  appear  far  behind  the  pre- 
fent  difienters  of  New  England,  and  it  may  feem  to 
fome  a  fiep  below  the  dignity  of  bifhops,  to  follow 
the  example  of  fuch  inferiors.  I  do  not,  however, 
defpair  of  their  doing  it  fome  time  or  other,  fince 
nothing  of  the  kind  is  too  hard  for  true  ChriJUan 
humility. 

I  am,  Sir,  your’s,  &c. 


A  N  E  W  -  E  N  G  L  A  N  D  -  M  A  N . 


miihiii  Uluru "  it 


This  Day  is  fublijhed ,  in  3  V ols.  Price  1  8  s.  in  Boards/ 


(Having  been  formerly  publifhed  in  Numbers  unde 
the  Direction  of  Dr,  Priestley.) 

The  THEOLOGICAL  REPOSITORY, 


Confifting  of  Original  E flays,  Hints  Queries,  &c.  cal¬ 
culated  to  promote  Religious  knowledge. 

Among  other  Articles,  too  many  to  be  enumerated 
in  an  Advertifement,  thefe  three  Volumes  will  be  found 
to  contain  fuch  original  and  truely  valuable  Obfervations1 
on  the  Do&rine  of  Atonement ,  the  Pre-ex'jienee  ofChriJl ,• 
and  the  Injpiration  of  the  Scriptures  ;  more  efpecially  re- 
fipedling  the  Harmony  of  the  Evangelifls,  and  the  Rea- 
foiling  of  the  Apoftle  Paul,  as  cannot  fail  to  recom¬ 
mend  them  to  thofe  Perfons  who  wifli  to  make  a  truly 
free  Inquiry  into  thefe  important  Subje&s. 

In  thefirfl:  Volume,  which  is  now  reprinted,  feveral 
Articles  are  added,  efpecially  two  Letters  from  Dr. 
Tho.  Shaw  to  Dr.  Benfon,  relatingto  the  Paflage  of  the 
Ifraelites  through  the  Red  Sea. 
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